GREEN CITIES CAMPAIGN

There has been a collaborative effort by many conservation organizations throughout the state toward implementing the actions and goals listed in the IL Wildlife Action Plan under the Green Cities Campaign. 

Northern IL metro area: 

In 2004, members of Chicago Wilderness(CW) came together to begin the framework for a Green Infrastructure Vision (GIV). The GIV map produced from that effort identifies 1.8 million acres for prospective protection, restoration, and thoughtful land development practices in the Chicago Wilderness region - spanning from southeast Wisconsin, through northeast Illinois into northwest Indiana and southwest Michigan.  Many major conservation initiatives in the Chicagoland area are being accomplished by the municipalities, planning entities, museums and zoo’s and numerous area conservation groups, many in an alliance called Chicago Wilderness -  an alliance of organizations that champion biodiversity and strive to improve the quality of life in urban, suburban and rural areas of Chicago through conservation and stewardship of nature.  
At the present, some of the major initiatives in the Chicagoland area are:  Field Museum’s Index of Conservation Compatibility (ICC) PILOTS; CW’s Linking Watersheds conferences - Midwest Ecological Prescription Burn Crew Member Training - 100 Sites for 100 Years - Leave No Child Inside/Mighty Acorns - CWCC Day of Service - Habitat Project - Climate Action Plan for Nature - 
Knowledge Base - Cooperative Weed Management Area - Regional monitoring - Conservation Focus Areas - Sustainable Watershed Action Team (providing technical assistance to local governments to encourage the strengthening of their planning infrastructure and develop state-of-the-art comprehensive plans and sustainability-based ordinances).
Southwestern IL area:

Also working in a large metropolitan area in the Southwestern counties of Madison-St.Clair-Monroe is the Southwest Resource Conservation and Development program (SWRC&D), initiated in the 1960’s and charged by the U.S. President with empowering local people to improve the quality of life in their area and to utilize the natural resources in a sustainable manner. They have been involved and initiated many successful projects over the years by developing: Sustainable Development; Public Outreach; Environmental Education; Watershed Planning and a vision for Open Space and Natural Areas.  Current/past projects include: Southwestern Illinois Lands at Risk; IL-255 Corridor Resource Analysis; Thinking Outside the Pipe: Better Stormwater Management; Solutions for Southwestern Illinois; Land acquisition of 143 ac.ag land - wetlands; Silver Creek Parcel Analysis; Parks Open Space and Trails; Plan for City of Edwardsville.
One notable grass-roots group, Clifftop.org, is working with the SWRC&D and using the IL Wildlife Action Plan to create an Action Plan of their own to address conservation/stewardship of their Hill Prairie Corridor and Karst Sinkhole Plain Conservation Opportunity Area.
State Partners:  

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Chicago Wilderness Alliance
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative

Fox River Ecosystem Partnership

Upper Des Plaines River Ecosystem Partnership’s

Lake Michigan Watershed Ecosystem Partnership

Lower Des Plaines River Ecosystem Partnership

Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership

Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Four Rivers Environmental Coalition

Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership

Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District

Natural Land Institute

Sugar-Pecatonica Rivers Ecosystem Partnership

The Conservation Foundation
Lake County Forest Preserve
Kendall County Forest Preserve

DuPage County Forest Preserve     
American Bottom Ecosystem Partnership

Lower Kaskaskia/Silver Creek Ecosystem partnership.















