GREEN CITIES CAMPAIGN
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There has been a collaborative effort by many conservation organizations  throughout the state toward implementing the actions and goals listed in the IL Wildlife Action Plan under the Green Cities Campaign. 

The IL Wildlife Action Plan calls for attention to Northeastern Illinois Morainal Natural Division and other rapidly developing and urban fringe areas throughout the State and cites the following actions that are needed:

· Minimize the adverse effects associated with development on wildlife and habitats.

· Integrate wildlife and habitat conservation in developed areas, as possible or appropriate.

· Increase water quality education efforts in areas under high development pressure and/or within fragile geographic zones (i.e. karst terrain).
· Make natural areas conservation, ecology and environmental education a mandatory part of school curricula.

· Fill information gaps and develop conservation actions to address stresses

· Increase access to open lands and waters within and near urban areas for wildlife-related recreation.
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Some of the major initiatives occurring in the Chicagoland area are being accomplished by the municipalities, planning entities, museums and zoo’s and numerous area conservation groups, many in an alliance called Chicago Wilderness -  an alliance of organizations that champion biodiversity and strive to improve the quality of life in urban, suburban and rural areas of Chicago through conservation and stewardship of nature.  Their focus has been at four scales: Regional, Community, Neighborhood and Site level. 
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Also working in a large metropolitan area (IL across from St. Louis) is the Southwest Resource Conservation and Development program, initiated in the 1960’s and charged by the U.S. President with empowering local people to improve the quality of life in their area and to utilize the natural resources in a sustainable manner. They have been involved and initiated many successful projects over the years by developing: Sustainable Development; Public Outreach; Environmental Education; Watershed Planning and a vision for Open Space and Natural Areas. 

