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CODE OF ETHICS

Regulated trapping provides many benefits to society. For example, it helps to keep wildlife
populations at acceptable levels, reduce property damage, support broader conservation programs
and obtain many products for human use.
While all of these are good reasons for people to support regulated trapping, its future also depends
on their perceptions of you and your actions on the trapline. You can do your part to insure the
future of regulated trapping in lllinois by:

Knowing and obeying trapping laws.

Assisting in enforcement of trapping laws by reporting violations.

Respecting landowners’ property and obtaining permission as required by law.

Considering animal welfare in your choice of capture, release and killing methods.

Avoiding waste by caring for fur properly and marketing other useful products.

Checking traps daily as required by law, preferably early in the morning.

Disposing of carcasses properly.

Supporting national, state and local trapping organizations.

Assisting lllinois’ Trapper Education Program by becoming a certified instructor.

Promoting trapping by communicating its benefits, especially among non-trappers.

Avoiding nor?-target catches.
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Helping landowners to reduce property damage caused by furbearers.

Reporting the presence of diseased animals and endangered or threatened species to the
proper authorities.

Respecting others who participate in outdoor activities.

Keeping up-to-date on improvements in trapping equipment and methods.

Your success as a trapper isn’t measured by numbers alone
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TRAPPING IAWS

Trapping is highly regulated. Laws are enforced by
specially trained Conservation Police Officers.
Laws that pertain to trapping help to:

+ Protect species from becoming endangered

* Improve animal welfare

* Prevent non-target catches

+ Limit trapping to times of the year when furs
are marketable and young animals are no longer
dependent on their mothers

» Monitor harvest levels via mandatory reports

» Support habitat conservation and wildlife
studies through license sales and other fees

» Protect landowners’ rights and interests by
requiring permission before setting traps

The lllinois Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR) monitors wildlife populations and adjusts
season dates and bag limits accordingly. Some of
the more permanent trapping regulations are
presented in this manual, but they are subject to
change.

Obtain a current edition of the Digest of
Hunting and Trapping Regulations for an
up-to-date listing of laws, season dates and
bag limits. A Digest can be obtained from stores
that sell hunting and trapping licenses or the /DNR
Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 19225, Springfield, IL
6270/ (phone: 217/782-7498). It is also posted on
IDNR'’s web page (http://dnr.state.il.us).

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Fur-bearing Mammal

Fourteen species are defined as fur-bearing
mammals. They include the badger, beaver,
bobcat, coyote, gray fox, mink, muskrat, opossum,
raccoon, river otter, red fox, striped skunk, long-
tailed weasel, and least weasel.

NOTE: The bobcat and river otter are protected
by continuous closed seasons - you may not trap
or hunt these species in lllinois.

Green Hide

A green hide is any hide which has not been
tanned. NOTE: “Green hide” includes pelts which
have been stretched and dried but not tanned.

Land Set

Any trap or similar device which is not placed or
set in contact with flowing or impounded water.

Water Set

Any trap or similar device which is placed in
contact with flowing or impounded water.

LICENSE, STAMP, TRAPPER EDUCATION
AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Trapping License

Any person who traps fur-bearing mammals in
lllinois must first procure a trapping license from
the Department of Natural Resources. The ONLY
EXCEPTION to this rule is: an owner or bonafide
tenant of farm land and his children actually living
on the land where they trap.

If required to purchase a trapping license, you must
carry it with you while trapping and present it
immediately for inspection by any authorized law
enforcement officer.

Trapping licenses expire annually on March 31

Non-resident trapping licenses are available.
Contact the IDNR Office of Systems and Licensing
(217/785-3423) for details. -

Habitat Stamp

Any person who traps fur-bearing mammals in
lllinois must first secure a State Habitat Stamp
from the Department of Natural Resources. The
ONLY EXCEPTIONS to this requirement are for
disabled veterans and ex-POW's.

Landowners and bonafide tenants who are exempt
from license requirements must still purchase a
State Habitat Stamp.

If you purchased a State Habitat Stamp for hunting,
you do not need to buy a separate one for
trapping. One stamp covers both activities, but
you must carry it with you while engaged in either
one. Stamps must be affixed to a license or signed
across the face if carried separately.
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Trapper Education Mandate

Before buying a trapping license, anyone under 18
years of age must present (a) evidence that he/she
held a trapping license issued by this state or
another state in a prior year, or (b) a certification
card issued by the Department upon successful
completion of a trapper education course.

Parent’s Permission

Anyone under |6 years of age must present
written permission from a parent or legal guardian
before buying a trapping license.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The Department of Natural Resources relies on
surveys of licensed trappers to estimate harvest
levels and harvest effort for legal species. We also
ask for your input on local furbearer populations,
observations of uncommon species and issues like
season dates and trapping equipment.

We use a sample of licensed trappers (generally
10-20% of those who purchased licenses) to save
on costs while obtaining reliable information.
Anyone who receives a survey is required by law
to complete and return it.

BOBCAT AND RIVER OTTER PROTECTED

Bobcat and river otter are protected by a
continuous closed season in lllinois. If you find a
dead bobcat or river otter, report it to your local
Conservation Police Officer or District Wildlife
Habitat Biologist.

GREEN HIDES MUST BE SOLD WITHIN 20
DAYS AFTER THE SEASON CLOSES

It is unlawful for hunters or trappers to possess
green hides before the season begins or more than
20 days after it closes. For example, if the trapping
season for muskrat ends on January 5, you must
sell or otherwise dispose of all untanned muskrat
pelts by January 25.

BLAZE ORANGE CLOTHING REQUIRED
DURING FIREARM DEER SEASON

It is unlawful to trap during the firearm deer
season unless you wear a blaze orange cap and
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vest or outer garment with at least 400 square
inches of solid blaze orange material.

TRAP TAGS REQUIRED

While in the field, all traps must be inscribed or
tagged with metal tags that bear the owner’s
NAME AND ADDRESS. Stamped copper or brass
tags are recommended. They're available from
many trapping supply dealers. Write-on metal tags
are not recommended because they seldom last
for more than one or two catches.

Traps must be tagged or inscribed with your name
and address. Rolling a metal tag around a link of
the trap chain will help to reduce accidental losses.

TRAPPING ON PUBLIC ROADS AND
OTHER RIGHTS-OF-WAY PROHIBITED

It is unlawful to hunt or trap along, upon, across or
from any public right-of-way or highway in the
State of lllinois. NOTE: You may trap under or
near roads located entirely on private land (like
access lanes for farm equipment), but not on roads
open to the public. Boundaries for public rights-
of-way are best determined by looking for fences
or contrasts in land use - like a grass road ditch
(public) vs. a crop field (private). If in doubt, ask
the landowner or tenant when you get their
permission to trap.

DAMAGING OR DESTROYING DENS AND
FEED BEDS PROHIBITED

It is unlawful to molest, destroy or attempt to
destroy any feed bed, nest, den, house or any
other cavity of any mammal protected by the
lllinois Wildlife Code. A feed bed is defined as a
mound, pile, or mat of branches, cattails or other
vegetation gathered by muskrats or beavers.
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GENERAL TRAPPING LAWS restriction does not apply to water sets (you
may legally set a trap within |0 feet of any den
IT IS UNLAWFUL: in water, but not on land)
For any person at any time to take, possess, To trap any fur-bearing mammal with any
sell, or offer for sale any fur-bearing mammal or colony, cage, box or stove-pipe trap designed
part thereof, including green hides, contrary to to catch more than one animal at a single
the provisions of the lllinois Wildlife Code setting (It is legal to use single catch cage or

box traps, but not repeating or colony traps)
To fail to visit and remove all animals from
traps at least once each calendar day

To use a foothold trap on land that has a jaw
spread larger than 6 2 inches or a body-
gripping trap that has a jaw spread larger than 7
inches on a side if square and 8 inches if round

To use a foothold trap in water that has a jaw
spread larger than 7 Y2 inches or a body-
gripping trap that has a jaw spread larger than
|0 inches on a side if square and 12 inches if
round



