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Field Trip Packs for Loan to Early Childhood Educators – More Lending Locations Added
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources’ (IDNR) Division of Education has developed a new educator resource, and it’s arriving just in time for the 2011-2012 school year.  Field Trip Packs for loan to early childhood educators (grades prekindergarten through three) are now available from more than 110 lending locations throughout Illinois, and more sites are still being added. Each pack is a backpack that contains hands-on equipment to encourage young children to engage in nature exploration. Suggestions for educators on how to incorporate natural resources-related topics into the curriculum are also included. To see the list of lending locations and the pack content list, visit http://dnr.state.il.us/education/fieldtrippack.htm. Check back regularly to see the updated list.

Lesson Revisions
Lessons have recently been revised for the Illinois Birds and Wild Mammals of Illinois supplemental units from the IDNR Division of Education. The Aquatic Illinois lessons are currently being updated, and revisions are posted online as they are completed. New features are available for Aquatic Illinois, too, including video podcasts about the major rivers in our state. You can access all of the information through the links at http://dnr.state.il.us/education/CLASSRM/Kits.htm. 

Spanish-language Educational Materials 
Do you work with students whose primary language is Spanish? If so, have you used the Spanish-language resources from the IDNR? Visit http://dnr.state.il.us/teachkids to find the activity books and posters available in Spanish. New for 2011 is the Illinois Fishing Guide in a Spanish-language version, too.   

IDNR Education offers Field Trip Tips for Educators
Brought to you by the IDNR Division of Education, educators have a new tool to help you take teaching and learning to life. Visit http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/fieldtrip to access information that will help you and your students have a successful outdoor experience at an Illinois state park. You can find the state park nearest to you and a list of its amenities. By clicking on the category names in the “Lesson Topics” feature, you can link to the DNR lesson plans and materials that will help you teach about the habitats, organisms and/or history of each park. Lessons for pre-trip, on site and post-trip are available in downloadable PDF format. Field trip etiquette and planning are also discussed. After deciding on your destination, why not apply for an Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip Grant? You’ll find a link to that information on this Web site, too. 

IDNR Publications Web Page
Have you ordered or downloaded publications from the IDNR lately? Go to http://dnr.state.il.us/teachkids to see the wide variety of posters, activity books, books and other publications available about the state’s diverse natural resources. 

Illinois’ Natural Resources Trading Cards
Illinois’ Natural Resources Trading Cards are informational cards that contain an image on one side and facts on the other side. Mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, invertebrates, plants, fungi, microorganisms, rocks, minerals and fossils are represented. A poster accompanies each card set to depict all of the cards in the set and provide suggestions for use. There are five sets of cards. To request cards, please send a note on school letterhead to IDNR Education, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702. Please specify the set number(s) you are requesting. Teachers are allowed one pack of cards and one poster for each of the five sets. 

CD-ROMs and DVDs
The following CD-ROMs and DVDs are available from the IDNR Division of Education. They contain lessons, student activities, videos and other supplemental resources. To place an order, send a request on school letterhead to IDNR Education, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702. Please specify by title the CD-ROMs and DVDs you are requesting. To learn more about the contents of each CD-ROM or DVD, visit http://dnr.state.il.us/education/CLASSRM/Kits.htm. 

Exploring Illinois’ Natural Resources DVD – all grades
Illinois Biodiversity CD-ROM – grades 5-10
Kids for Trees CD-ROM – grades prekindergarten through three
Prying into Prions DVD – grades 9-12

Biodiversity of Illinois CD-ROMs
The Biodiversity of Illinois, Volume I: Aquatic Habitats, Biodiversity of Illinois, Volume II: Woodland Habitats and Biodiversity of Illinois, Volume III: Prairie and Edge Habitats CD-ROMs are field guides to more than 1,000 species and provide a wealth of information for educators and students to use. Order your copies by written request on school letterhead and mail to IDNR Education, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702.

Subscribe Today
If you enjoy the outdoors of Illinois, are interested in learning more about the Prairie State's great natural and cultural resources, the location of some of Illinois' most scenic state parks and recreational areas, or if you are looking for compelling stories, news and photographs of our cultural and natural resources treasures you will enjoy OutdoorIllinois. If your school library does not receive the magazine, educational institutions may receive a one-year (12 issues) subscription for $10 (regularly $15). For the discounted rate, submit the subscription information on school letterhead, along with a check made payable to OutdoorIllinois and mail it to Illinois Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 19225, Dept. NL, Springfield, IL 62794-9225.

The Nature of Illinois
OutdoorIllinois, the award-winning monthly publication of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, contains a wealth of information about Illinois’ natural and cultural resources appropriate for incorporation into you lesson plans.  Articles in the next few months that may be of particular interest are:
August – Illinois youth wins national Federal Junior Duck Stamp Contest; historic tree arboretum; lampreys; fall mushrooms; a mushroom spore print activity page
September—edible wild berries; stone tool chert; edible wild berries
October – Governor Pat Quinn has proclaimed October Illinois River Management Month and this issue will be dedicated to articles about the history and management of this great waterway.

Fall Fungi
The August 2011 issue of OutdoorIllinois features a photo essay on fungi, a topic suitable for incorporating into many classroom lesson plans. Fungi are neither plant nor animal. Scientists classify fungi in their own, unique biological kingdom: the Kingdom Fungi. And that fungal kingdom is one of the largest on Earth. Scientists who study fungi—known as mycologists—estimate the number of species of fungi worldwide is in the millions (nobody has counted them all yet). Only insects rival fungi for global species diversity. Here in Illinois, mycologists so far have identified more than 1,000 species of fungi in the Chicago region alone.

Making a Spore Print
The August 2011 issue of OutdoorIllinois features an activity page on making a spore print. Hidden within all mushrooms are millions (sometimes billions) of microscopic spores. The features of these fungus “seeds” help scientists identify the individual species. A typical spore can be so tiny that thousands of spores could fit on the period at the end of this sentence. Making a spore print really is simple and fun. Simply remove the cap of a fresh mushroom and lay it on a piece of paper. For better visibility, use both light and dark paper, since spore color can be light or dark. Cover the mushroom cap with a bowl to keep air currents away. Wait several hours or overnight. Some artists arrange different mushroom caps on paper to make multi-color prints. Don’t worry about handling any mushroom you might find out in nature. Although some mushrooms are poisonous if consumed, simply touching a poisonous mushroom poses no health risk. 

River Vampires
The August 2011 issue of OutdoorIllinois features a story on an ancient fish living in the large rivers of Illinois—the lamprey. Lampreys are jawless, eel-like parasites possessing a disc-shaped mouth full of rasping teeth arranged in a circular pattern and living off the blood of other fish. In Illinois, the most common native species are the chestnut and silver lampreys. Lampreys have both a larval and adult stage of life. Larval lampreys spend most of their time burrowed in bottom sediments of streams feeding on drifting plankton and detritus. Larvae transform into the parasitic adult stage in two to three years, depending on the species. Adults prey on their hosts until the onset of their late winter to early spring breeding season, when they migrate to spawning areas and eventually die. Adult lampreys have a short life span, living no more than 18 months.

Invasive Species
Hundreds of invasive species occur in Illinois, and, unfortunately, the list grows almost daily. Invasive species disrupt the ecological balance that has evolved in specific habitats, introducing unfamiliar flora and fauna into the communities of life in our wetlands, forests, prairies, rivers and lakes. 
If unchecked, invasive species will limit the many ways lands and waters can be used by future generations. The May 2011 issue of OutdoorIllinois discussed several current management issues related to invasives species, including Asian carp, viral hemorrhagic septicemia and a host of plants. These story files are available at http://www.dnr.state.il.us/orc/invasive_species.htm.

Summer Programs at Volo Bog State Natural Area, Moraine Hills State Park and McHenry Dam
Volo Bog State Natural Area is an IDNR site located in Ingleside on Brandenburg Road west off U.S. Highway 12 between State Highways 120 and 134. For program reservations, contact 815-344-1294 or dnr.volobog@illinois.gov. Moraine Hills State Park and McHenry Dam make up an IDNR complex located south of McHenry on River Road between State Highways 120 and 176. For reservations for Moraine Hills programs, please contact Volo Bog at 815-344-1294 or dnr.volobog@illinois.gov. For information on the park itself, please phone 815-385-1624. Programs may be cancelled if minimum registration is not met 24 hours prior to the scheduled event date.
 
Guided Tours of Volo Bog
Most Saturdays and Sundays, 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.    
Explore North America's southernmost open-water quaking bog where the trees move with your steps, plants eat bugs and other strange things occur! Summer brings red-winged blackbirds, sandhill cranes, fiddlehead ferns and a warm southerly breeze to this Illinois Nature Preserve. No reservations are required. Groups of 10 or more, please phone for 815-344-1294 arrangements. All ages welcome. Tours last about one hour.
 
Bird Walks at McHenry Dam      
August 6, 2011, 8:00 a.m.
Dress for the weather. Bring binoculars and field guides or borrow ours. Walk length and time varies from one to more than hours with weather and luck in birding! Walk is designed for participants ages 7 and up. Meet at the south end of the McHenry Dam parking lot. Registration is requested at 815-344-1294 or dnr.volobog@illinois.gov.
 
Arthropod Adventures at Volo Bog State Natural Area
Sunday, August 21, 2011, 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Explore an old field for grasshoppers, beetles, bugs and spiders. Nature lovers will be amazed by the diversity. Arachniphobes will find new potential to overcome their fears! Wear long pants and meet us at the Picnic Shelter. Do not use insect repellent. Registration is requested at 815-344-1294 or dnr.volobog@illinois.gov.  Limited drop-ins welcome but...program may be cancelled if minimum registration is not met 24 hours prior to the scheduled event date.
 
Wildlife in the Classroom
Has a student ever brought an animal into your classroom and asked you to keep it? Have you ever found a feather or a bird’s nest and wanted to use it to supplement your lessons? Do you know the Illinois and federal laws that apply to these situations? Teachers often come in contact with wildlife or wildlife remains, willingly or not. It is important for you to know what to do in these situations. The IDNR Division of Education has produced a reference document for your use. Wildlife in the Classroom is not all-encompassing, but it will provide you with basic information about possessing wildlife and wildlife remains. You can download the publication at http://dnr.state.il.us/education/CLASSRM/wildlifeintheclassrm041409.pdf. If you would like to read the entire Wildlife Code for Illinois, you can access it at http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs2.asp?ChapterID=43.   

We’re on Facebook!
Visit our Facebook page to find the latest updates about the materials and programs of the IDNR Education Section. You’ll also find images from ENTICE workshops!
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Springfield-IL/Illinois-Department-of-Natural-Resources-Division-of-Education/104731551221

Illinois Trapper Education Online Course 
The IDNR offers an online course for those interested in learning to trap. People who are required to complete a course before purchasing a trapping license now have two choices. They can take a full-day course in the classroom or complete half of the requirement online and half in the classroom, where they learn hands-on skills such as setting traps and preparing pelts for sale. 

Courses are free. The IDNR encourages all trappers, regardless of age, to take a course. First-time trappers under 18 years of age must complete a course and pass a written exam before they are allowed to purchase a trapping license. Those under 16 years of age must also have written permission from a parent or guardian before purchasing a license. 

Illinois Trapper Education Online (www.trappered.com) covers topics such as trapping equipment, laws and ethics through online film clips, reading materials, quizzes, photos and illustrations. Students can exit the course and resume work where they left off at any time. The course is accessible using a basic dial-up connection, although high speed connections work best. 

At the end of the Internet course, students must successfully complete the final exam online and download a printable document of completion. Students must present the document when attending the four-hour training session with instructors. To locate an instructor-taught course, visit http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/safety/Pages/default.aspx or call 1-800-832-2599. The Ameritech Relay for the deaf and hearing impaired is 1-800-526-0844. 

Wild Illinois History Leads Students on a Journey to Learn About History and Wildlife Conservation 
The IDNR is offering a "virtual" trip for late-elementary schoolteachers, students and their parents. With a few mouse clicks, students can journey back to the earliest days of the Illinois Territory when voyageurs and Native Americans hunted the prairies, forests and rivers. Wild Illinois History helps students in grades three through five focus on early French exploration, along with river and settlement geography. Students can learn how wildlife helped Native Americans and early settlers survive. They also can see how wildlife is a part of our lives today. A fictional French trapper in the 18th century Illinois Territory leads students on the trip. Brief story-telling slideshows are mixed with fun, interactive activities. For teachers, Wild Illinois History offers lesson plans, activities, photos, posters and correlations to Illinois Learning Standards. Try it out at http://www.wildillinois.org/. For more information, contact Bob Bluett, IDNR Wildlife Diversity Coordinator at 217-782-7580 or bob.bluett@illinois.gov. 

Urban Fishing Program 
Coordinators for the IDNR statewide Urban Fishing Program will come to your school and conduct programs aimed at getting kids interested in fishing and the outdoors, while promoting environmental stewardship. One part of the program involves actually taking kids fishing during May and September, if a nearby lake is accessible. Teachers may continue the program on their own after the initial session, with the assistance of IDNR personnel. Contact the Urban Fishing Program Coordinator in your area. The urban fishing program is appropriate for any grade level. 
Chicago: Brenda McKinney 847-294-4137 
Chicago Suburbs: IDNR Staff 847-294-4137 
Northwest Illinois: IDNR Staff 815-625-2968 
Central Illinois: Herb Dreier 217-782-6424 
Southern Illinois: Mark Yehling 618-462-1181
