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ILLINO IS STATE PRIORIT'Y PLAN

forthe
ForestLiand Enhancem ent Program FLEP)

The purpose of the Forest Land Enhancem ent Program  FLEP) is to provide a coordinated and
cooperative federal, state and local susanable forestry program  forthe establishm ent, m anagem ent,
enhancem entand restoration of forests on non-industrial private forest land.

The federal law that created the Forest Liand Enhancem ent Program is Section 4 of the C ooperative
Forestry A ssistance Act (16 U S C.2101ets=eg.) asam ended by ttle V T of the Famm Security and Rumal
Thvesm entA ctof2002 (PublL.107-171).

The federal regulations that govem the operation of the ForestLand Enhancem ent Program are provided
In a D eparm entof A griculture terin FinalRule, anew subpartC Inpart230 of the Title 36 Code of
the Federal R egulations. Thisw aspublished June 9, 2003 In the FederalR egister Volim e 68, #110,
pages 34309-34319).

The ForestR esources of Illnois
G eneral O verview
The 4 3 m illion acres of Tlnois forestland offer rem arkable benefits of w hich m ostof us are unaw are.
O bviously w e use a num berof w ood products every day and certainly w e enjoy hiking and cam ping in
our forests, finding notonly physical renew albutalso spiritual solace. O n the otherhand, w em ay not
appreciate the wole that forests play I protecting the soil and preserving the quality of w ater. Even m ore
difficult to perceive are the relationships betw een ourw oodlands and the preservation of bio diversity .
That connection becom es clearer, how ever, w hen w e realize that 61 percentof the flora native t Ilinois
and 75 percentof isw idlife habitatare found 1n its forests, w hich occupy only 12 percentof the sate.
nois forests, lke forests everyw here, help to reduce globalw amm Ing. C onsider, forexam ple, that
Inois is regoonsible for4 percentof the catbon dioxide contributed by hum ans to the earth 5
atm ogphere; yetour sate accounts foronly 0 2 percentof the w orld s population and 0 1 percentof is
land surface. The forests of Tllnoishelp to alleviate this startling digproportion because trees capture
carbon dioxide as they grow , thereby reducing the Joad the atm ogphere m ustbear. Tt isnot so much that
concepts ke these are difficult to understand as thatw e are unaccustom ed o thinking about them .




FOREST CONDITIONS

D istrbution and Species C om position

A coording t© 1998 estim atesby the U S . Forest Service, about 12 percentof Ilinois @ 3 m illion acres)
is forestland, particularly 1 the southem and w estem counties. A tone extrem e is Ford County w ith no
forested acreage w ith Pope County at the otherend of the spectum w ith 67 percent forested. O fthe
sate’s 4 3 m illion acres of forestland, nearly all of this forestland @ 1 m illion acres) is capable of and
potentially available to produce com m ercially valuable trees. T addition to these forested lands, just
overone m illions acres of Jand, thatalthough not forested, contain significantnum bers of trees. This
category would include w ooded pastures, w indbreaks, w ooded strips along stream s and the urban forest.

These m iscellaneous w ooded areas 11 com binaton w ith the forestland account forover 5 m illion acres.

The considerable range of Jatituide betw een the northem and southem boundaries of Ilinois, a disence
ofnearly 400 m iles, gave rise to clin atic conditions that favored a w ide variety of trees. O ver250
goecies of trres have been recorded 1n Ilnois. Southem counties have the greatest variety; Jackson has
145 species, Pope 129, and Union 128. The eastem w hite pine, w hich is comm on to the northem
coniferous zone, isnative t northem Illnois; the bald cypress and short keaf pine, found in southem
Mlinois, are typical of the southem and coasalplain forests of the United States. EIn species com prise
the biggestpercentage of trre species by num ber statew ide.



The species abundance, described above, provides forseven forest types thatoccur in Ilinois. O ak-
hickory is the m ostdom Tnant forest type found 1n Ilnois accounting form ore than half the total forested
acreage. A lthough this forest type is com m on throughout the state, acreage ishighest In the w esterm and
southem counties. The ocak-hickory forests of T1linois are generally uneven aged w ith the m ajoriy older
than 60 years. How ever, there are m any exam ples of even aged stands created from pastm anagem ent
practices. Such practices nclude clear cutting and forest land conversion to agriculturaluses. A s these
cuts regenerated and the agricultural uses abandoned, even aged conditions have developed. Fifteen
goecies of oak and 9 species of hickory have been recorded in Ilinois. O ak-hickory forests have the
greatest herbaceous plant diversity of Ilinois’ upland forests. The next tw o in portant forest type groups
I IInois are the elm -ash-cottonw ood and the m aple-doeech-birch. W hen com bined, these acoount for
the m ajprity of the rem aining forestland. The m aple-beech forest type accounts for21 % of the forest
w ith the highestacreage In the w esterm counties. Sugarm aple is the dom nant species in this group.
M ostof the m aple-beech isyoung trees, less than 30 yearsold. M aple-beech-birch attains tshighest
acreage In the southem unglaciated part of the sate and in several counties in each of the otherregions.
Tis distrbution is less than thatof oak-hickory because it is a less com m on upland forest type, occurrng
onm orem esic areas. The eln -ash-cottonw ood forest type m akes up another21% ofthe forest.

E Im -ash-cottonw ood is found in the m ajority ofbottom  Jands thmoughout Illnois. This type ism ost
abundant in the bottom land forests of the southem counties.

The r=m alning forest type groups m ake up very little of the total forest land in Iinoisbutthey ar=
critically in portant. The cak-gum -cypress type is an in portantbottom land forest type found
exclusively In southem Illnois. O ak-pine forests are scattered throughout the sate, w ith the highest
acreage again occurdng In counties In the southem and w estem portions of the state. The oak-pine forest
type group is com posad of about 60 percentplantations. The w hite-red-jadk pine forest type group
occurs gporadically in Mlinois, w ith highest acreage in northem counties. Ilnois is the southem extent
of the native range forLake States eastem w hite pine. H ow ever, m ostof the occunences of this type
are In forestplantations. Plantations also account for 90 percent of the acreage of the Ioblolly-shortleaf
pine forest type group . Shortleaf pine occurs naturally in IMlinois only In igolated Jocations along the

M ississippiR wverbluff. The distdbution of the IobloIl-shortleaf pine forest type group is exclusively n

the southem counties.

Stockng and Size

The m ajprity of the forestland in Mlinois is fiully oroverstocked. Fully stocked conditions represent the
bestuse of tim berland, w ith trees occupying the am ountof space In a forest that creates conditions for
the bestgrow th and fom . A pproxin ately 30% of the forestland are n am edium o poorly stocked
condition. Poorly stocked forestland represents underutilized sites. These areas should be a focus for




m anagem entactivities leading to i proved grow th and better stocking . The highestacreage of

tim berland 1n Inois curnently occurs as fully and m edium stocked classes. This is a good ndicatorof
the capability of quality tim berland to m est the state’s dem and fortim berproducts.M anagem ent
activites need to focus on m oving the non-stocked, poordy stocked and overstocked tim berland to fully
stocked and m edium stocked classes. An ncrease Tn forestland acreage of the fiilly stocked classw ould
subsequently m ean m ore trees w ould be occupying the forest, providing an even greater forest benefits
for Mnois.

Size and age data are usefiil n developing a picture of the curnent structure of today’s forests and offers
a picture of the future developm enal trend . Tlinois forests are m aturing nto stands dom nated by laxge
trees. This trend can be expected to continue as the trees ncrease n diam eter. A Inost75% of the
forestland 1 the sate is In a saw tin ber size class, w hich refers o trees thatare of Jargerdiam eters and
potentially available as a comm ercial product. This is evident in all forest types throughout the sate. In
the pole tim berand seedling-sapling size classes (aees less than 12 inches in diam eter), the dom nant
forest type 1n this group ism apledeech-birch. The seedling-sapling size class accounts foronly 3% of
the forestland. The low acreage of forestland In the seedling-sapling stand -size class, how ever, doesnot
necessarily reflecta Jow num berof seedlings and saplings overall In the forests. Treesof am all size
classes are also present n stands classified as saw tim berorpole tim ber.

M uch of the forest land acreage in Ilinois in the 20 — 60 yearold age class. O nly a sm all percentage of
forested acreage is n the 100+ year category, m ostof w hich occurs n the ocak-hickory foresttype. The
younger stand -age classes have a low erpercentage of oak-hickory forest acreage than the older stand -
age classes. A though the oak-hickory forest type group com prises a substantial portion of the acreage
I the younger stend -age classes, itdoes notdom mate these younger stand -age classes as itdoes the
olderstand-age classes. The m aple-beech-birch forest type group hasm ore than half of its acreage In the
younger stand -age classes. This accentuates a potential trend of the oak-hickory forest type now
occurring on the m ore m esic sites of changing to m ore shade tolerant species, prin arily sugarm aple.

G row th,M ortality, R em ovals

Annualgrow th on the forestland in Tlinois 174 2 thousand cubic feet) farexceeds annual losses from
m orality (73 4 thousand cubic feet) and rem ovals 66 5 thousand cubic feet) . The average annual
grow th on tim berland ism o= than 2 5 tin es the average annual r=m ovals. The fact that average annual



m orality is greater than rem ovals suggest that Tlinois’ forest resources are being underutilized. O aks
are regponsible forapproxin ately one third of the annual grow th, by volum e, prim arily due to the fact
that these species dom nate the larger size classes. They also undergo the highest rem oval rates due t©
theircomm ercial value. The grow th data suggests that the elm s have an average annual grow th 1ate
greater than any other species group . This is offsetby a particularly high m ortality 1ate due to D utch
elm disease.H ard m aples have a highernetaverage annual grow th ate than the w hite oaks. This is
aboutequal to thatof the 1=d oaks. This is another indication of shade tolerant species, such as sugar
m aple, becom Ing dom nant n m any forests of Ilnois. The Jarge numberof an allerm aples continue t©

grow and eventually begi to dom Tnate the canopy'.

O wnership Pattems

Private Individual ow nership accounts for 82 percentof the total tim berland in IMlinois. Mlinois’ forests
are utilized I a variety of ways. The uses to which that forestland m ightbe utilized vary. The abiliy of
this land to protect goil, in prove w aterquality and provide renew able forest resources depends on the
num berof ow ners w ho elect forestm anagem ent cbpctives that generate these benefits. Forthis reason,
the largest responsibility is placed on the private Jandow ner forhelping ensure the continued existence
of quality forestland and the societal benefits received from those forests. C oyporate and N ational Forest
ow nership acoounts for 7 percentand 6 percent, respectively. The rem aning ow nership classeshold

am allerpercentages of forestland that Include sate, county, m unicipal and other federal ow nership.

The USDA ForestService estin ates that there are approxin ately 114,500 private forest landow ners n
Mnoisw ith an average forest land ownership of 31 acres. A study of private ow nership of forestland,
ncluding both forestland and reserved forestland B irch, 1996), found thata large portion of ow nership
units fpeople orgroups of pecple thatow n forestland) own am all acreages of forestland . Only 6 percent
of all ow nership units ow n parcels of forestland betw een 100 and 499 acres. Few erthan 50 ow ners, less
than 5% , own parcels of forest land greater than 500 acres. Thdividual private ow nership units account
for84 percentof allow nership units. O fthe individual private ow nership units, 36 percentow n parcels
of forestland Jess than 10 acres In size and 57 percentow n parcels of forestland betw een 10 and 99 acres
T size.Over 80 percentof forested parcels are less than 50 acres n size. Thism eans thatagencies
responsible forassistng private ow ners have a large num berof people t© serve n orderto mitiate the
successfillm anagem ent of the forest resources of Ilnois.



Forest Benefits
The forests of Tlnois provide extensive benefits to the people of Mlinois, ncluding w ood products,
recreation, w idlife, botanical resources, aesthetic values, w atershed protection, energy conservation, and
an escape valve forthe urban dw eller. The FLEP w ill serve to prom ote and enhance the environm ental,
econom ic and socialbenefits derived from the Inois forests as outlined below .

T in beras a crop is In portant to the econom y of Iinois. O ur sate ranks fifth n the nation In dem and
forw ood but32nd 1n the production of wood. A sa result, we in portm uch of the w ood w e need from
other sates. It is som ew hat surprising, therefore, to discoverthat 14 percentof the w ood w e harvest in
Tlinois is processed 1n neighboring states and then often in ported back into IMlinois. Cunently the
annualgrow th of tim ber (174 2 m illion cubic feet) exceeds tim berrem ovals (66 5 m illion cubic feet),
and a higherproportion of ourdem and forw ood could be m etw ithin the boundaries of ourow n sate-if
w e had the processing facilities. W ith judiciousm anagem entof an ncreased harvest, negative effectson
the environm ent could be m Inim ized and a greaterpercentage of ourw ood dem and m et In sate. The
trees of Ilinois contrbute t© the financial sEbility of the sate. A coording to the U S.D gpartm entof
Comm erce, forestrelated ndustries in Ilinois em ploy 55,000 pecple w ith an annual payroll averaging
$965 m illion . Each yearthese firm s contrbute m ore than $4 5 billion to the sate s econom y thmough
value added by m anufacture. Forestelated ndustries annually investm ore than $144 m illion n capial

In provem ents.

W ildlife values derived from the forestare extrem ely in portantas 75 percentof the sate’s w ildlife
habiat is found 1n its forests. Losses In the quality and quantity of thathabitat severely affectw ildlife
populations. Such gam e gpecies as gray squinel, easem w ild turkey, quail, rmcooon and w hite-tailed
deerdepend on w oodlands as do m any m ore non gam e species such as bobcats, chiom unks and m any
bird species ncluding thrushes, w arblers, w codpeckers, nuthatches, kinglets and w hippoomw ills. Som e
relationships betw een w ildlife and forests are subtler. The dependence of w ood ducks on natural cavities
1n the trees of bottom land forest isw ellknown. H ow ever;, bottom land forests also provide food and
habitat foraquatic life by m itigating the effects of floods, filtering the m ovem ent of agricultural

chem icals nto lakes and stream s and by low ering w ater tem peratures during stessfiil sum m erm onths.

B lologicaldiversity n Tnois’ forests is in portant n providing form any flora and fauna species that
are dependentupon a healthy, finctioning forestecosystem . Ilinois ranks second In the nation in value
of cropsm arketed and first In value of crops exported. Those rankings could nothave been achieved

w ithout the dram atic alteration of the Jandscape of cursate. Since W Crops OCcCUpY approxin ately



69% of the landscape, w e arenow aln ost totally dependenton currem aining forests to preserve the
diversity of species thathave m anaged t© survive. M ore than 500 species of trees, chnibs, and w ocody
vines are found In the state and 69 percentof them are associated w ith forests. A tpresent, exotic species
m ake up 28 percentof the Illinois flora. N on-w oody species also find a hom e in the forestand 1 414
goecies, or61 percentof the native Ilinois flora, are associated w ith foresthabitats. Rare plants are also
found at disproportion ally high rates In foresthabitats. Forty seven percentof the 356 threatened and
endangered plants of Ilinois are found in forest settings. Thus Mlinois forests, w hich occupy only 12
percentof the area of the state, provide habitat foroverhalf of the plant species native to the sate.
Forests are essential refiiges forw ildlife asw ell, egpecially In the face of unrelenting pressure fiom
urban and agriculturalgrow th. Ifw e are to protect this ineplaceable biological diversity, w e m ust

m aintain, restore and expand forestcom m unites. Itis essential to m anage fora full range of forest

com m unities and successional stages In oxderto optim ize diversity of plants and anin als native t©
Minois’ forests.

Scenic Values and V isualQ uality are of great in portance to Ihinois forestland ow ners. Pregervation of
naturalbeauty, the provision of shelter forw ildlife, orheritage for futlre generations are goals offten
defined by Jandow ners. The high percentage of landow ners w ho m aintain very sm all, unm anaged

w oodlands is explained In partby the desire to r=tan the forests In a natural sate and In partbecause

m any tim ber-harvesting activites introduce harsh visual elem ents nto the Jandscape. Thus, m any tim ber
stands have rem ained unm anaged forw antof visually acoeptable m ethods of harvesting . The basic
cbective of forestm anagem ent is to create a type of vegetation developm ent that w ill achieve specific
cbectives. A esthetic values, how ever, can often be realized by designing m anagem ent system s that
Tnoorpomrate individual tree, group selection and shelterw ood cutting technigques t© in prove forest stands
w hile m anaining visualquality.

ForestR esource Issues
F ragm entation Parcelization
The changing pattem of forest ow nership and the in pacts of this shift have becom e m ajor concems of
forestplanners. The division and sale of large forested tracts in Ilinois threatens the forest ecosystem
values and functions. The average forestparcel size in Ilinois is approxin ately 31 acres. This average

gize w ill continue to decrease over tim e. Sm all parcels are m ore difficult to m anage and present
difficulties in m aintaining the ecological processes associated w ith Jarge forested tracts. A s average size
decreases, the chance of these holdings being converted t© non-forestuses increases. M any sm aller
forest tracts are becom Ing sites for single-fam il hom es. The chift to hom e sites has a negative in pacton



w ildlife populations and on the ability o produce future forestproducts and environm entalbenefits. T
the Jate 1970s a search fornatural com m unities identified 1,089 in portantnatural areas. O fthese areas
392 contained forestland .Only 149 of these forested natural areas, am ere 11,593 acres, w ere rated as
rlatively undisturbed orm ildly disturbed. The fragm entation and parcelization of our forest lands w ill
have a negative in pacton the sate s econom v, the ability t© provide clean airand w ater, recreational
opporunites, plantand anin al diversity and aesthetic values provided by our forests.

W idlife D iversity

W hile w e have achieved s@ble populations of som e w ildlife species e g., deer, turkey), other species sHll
need protection and enhancem ent. lcreasing em phasis is being placed on the m anagem entneeds of non-
gam e species, ncluding e, threatened, and endangered goecies and theirhabiats. A s a given habiat
declines, the num berof anin als capable of nhabiting the area also declines. W hen large tracts of forest
area are broken nto am aller, isolated tracts, m ore forestedge is created and there is greater opportunity
foredge-adaptad species to usurp habiat from forest nterior species. h Ilinois, m uch of our rem aning
forests occuras one of tw o types:

1) V ery am all isolated patches, w here the edge-to-centerratio isvery high

2) R jparian zone forests, w ith practically no centerand lots of edge

Both of these forest types are highly susceptble to the negative effects of habiatedges. Th addition,

am all forest tracts effectively reduce population size, a pradictor of extinction probability . D isjunction of
forestpatches nhibits anin als'm ovem entam ong the isolated habitats. The resulting genetic isolation can
be detrim ental to the long-term health of resident populations because of nbreeding . breeding exodes
genetic variability and eventually reduces the viability of a given population. The variety, fiequency,
distrbution, and health of Ilinois'w idlife depend directly on the size, species, and distdbution of forest
tracts. Functional ecosystem s depend on the continuity and connectivity of forest tracts. L Inkages or
corridors betw een forest tracts w ill enable these forests to provide diverse ecological benefits forour
sates gam e and non-gam e w ildlife.

ForestH ealth
Tlinois forests are experiencing dam age from m any sources, ncluding nsects 9., gypsy m oth, A sian
JIong homed beetle), diseases e g., oak w ilt, dogw ood anthracnose) , deer, Invasive and exotic plants,
floods, w ildfires, w Ind, and drought. A healthy forest is a fully functioning com m unity of plants and
anin als nteracting In theirphysical environm ent. It ism ore than tree health and is r=flected at the stand,
landscape, and ecosystem  levels. Fires, insects, and disease-causing organism s, atappropriate kevels, can
e com ponents of healthy forests. Foresthealth is generally considered t© nclude a balance of grow th,
m ortality, regeneration and gpecies diversity . W hen these factors are n balance, the foresthas subsantial
ability to w ithstand and recover from  the In pacts of various stresses, such as Insect ordisease outbreaks,
adverse w eather, and airpollution . The m ost extensive foresthealth issue throughout the state is invasive
9



and exotic plants. These plants presenta serious threat to the forestecosystem by vading and

dom nating the understory. This condition affects the natural plant com m unity and In pedes orprevents
the natural tree r=generation process. O fparticularnote are bush and Japanese honeysuckle, oriental
bittersw eet, European buckthom, garlic m ustaxd and kudzu.

A notherpotentially significant foresthealth issue is the gypsy m oth, an exotic insectpest that causes
extrem e defoliation of hardw ocods. The gypsy moth feeds on Jeaves of m ore than 600 species of trres,
shribs, and vines. The Illnois D epartm ent of A griculire hasbeen m onitoring and trapping this lnsect for
years. Tapping helps to control the insect, m onitor is m ovem entand population grow th. G ypsy m oth

m ustcontinue o be m onitored n order o track its spread and determ ine effective m eans to stop or slow

Ism ovem ent nto otherareas of the sate.

PoorM anagem ent Practices

Forestland grazing and indiscrim nate logging activities are tw o problem s thatnegatively affect the forest
ecosystem . Tt is estim ated thatapproxin ately 20% of the privately ow ned forestland in Ilinois is grazed
and therefore subject to excessive erosion . Proper forestm anagem ent, how ever, can greatly reduce
erosion by providing sunlight to the forest floorand stim ulate plantgrow th on the forest floor. A though
approxin ately 12 .7 m illion tons of soil exode each year from forested acres, 66 percentof that tonnage
com es from the rlatively few grazed forest land acres. E lim ination of heavy grazing usually pem its the
developm entof under story vegetation and a layerof litteron the soil surface that control excessive
erosion. Even n its cunent condition, Inois? forestland contrbutes significantly to the retention of soil
and the reduction of sedin ents and nutrents that fill and pollute Ilnois lakes and stream s. Tn addition,
forest Jand benefits soeam and Iake habitats by contrbuting organic m atter, reducing w ater tem perature,
providing logs and habiat stucture foraquatic organism s and by absorbing excess nutrents In surface

and ground w ater.

Tisestimated thatonly 5 % -10% of the tin berharvested in Illinois is conducted w ith a forest

m anagem entplan orunder the guidance of a professional forester. This Jack of professional guidance has
biological and econom ical consequences forthe landow nerand the future productivity of the forest. tis
m perative t© find w ays to prom ote the use of professional forestry assistance to Jandow nersw hen
harvesting tim ber. U sing professional forestry assistance w hen harvesting w ill ensure thatharvesting
takes place n a controlled m annerusing bestm anagem entpractices BM P’s) according t© a plan that
recognizes and takes nto acocountall the forest resource values. A 1l Ilinois residents w illbenefit from an
m provem ent in how IIlnois forests are m anaged.

E conom ics
T i bersales and the m anufacture and sale of finished forestry products can encourage forestland ow ners
10



to m anage their forest properdy. This has the advantage of ncreasing production w hile i proving the
overall benefits that forests are capable of producing. A diverse forestproducts industyy can contrbute
to the econom ic health of the state. Illnois has experienced a significant reduction in the num berof
saw m 1lls operating overthe past40 years by nearly two thirds. A tthe sam e tin e, tim berharvesting has
Increased. Thishas resulted In an ncreased num berof Inois Jogs being exponrted and processed
outside the state. This translates nto a reduction of ncom e created by value added processing, a
decrease In econom ic exchanges am ong ndustries Jocated w ithin Ilinois and a potential loss of value to
the Jandow ner for their standing tim berdue to the Increased trangportation costs of exporting their saw

ogs.

Thcreased parcelization of the resource base, com bined w ith a shorter tenure of forestland ow nership, also
hashad a great in pacton the tim ber industyy in Ilinois. Loggers and saw m ills face higher operating
costs In cbtaining tin ber fiom am allerparcels of land e g., m ore expensive m achinery, higher fuel and
lTaborexpenses). M any landow ners are notaw are of the value in their forest lands. Those thatare aw are
m ay be reluctant to harvest timber. M any secondary w cod-using firm s In the sate are unaw are that
Tlinois hardw oods are available and sin ilar n quality to those purchased from others@ates. No central

m arket exists to bring buyerand seller together. Landow ners m usthave access to reliable Inform ation
and estim ates on the value of theirtim ber. The lack of an accessible m arketing system has contrbuted t©
the present com position of the forest. Through betterm anagem ent, the volum e of locally grown, high
quality hardw oods can be increased.

E rosion and W aterQ uality

The bestapproach to protecting surface w aterquality and r=ducing soil erosion is to m inin ize
disturbance of vegetative coveradpoent to w atew ay's, particularly on slopes. D etrim ental practices
associated w ith agriculture, silviculture and road building m ustbe m odified. Planting and r=@aning
"wegetative filter strips" and riparian forestbuffers m ustbe em phasized in the m anagem entof lands along
stream s In Illinois. Livestock access t stream sm ustbe elin nated. D evelopm entm ustbe designed t©

m Inin ize sedin ent minoff nto sream s. N utrentand pesticide m anagem entand livestock

w aste m anagem entm ustbe in proved to m Inin ize mnoff nto stream s and prevent contam ination of
w ater supplies. The costof trrating surface w ater supplies w ill decrease asw aterquality i proves.

R ecreation and tourian , asw ell as public health and safety, w illbenefit from In proved w aterquality .
The use of trees and forestry practices such as riparian forestbuffers and filter strips w il help prevent
erosion and in prove w ater quality by contrbuting to bank stabilization, reducing nnoff and filtering
nutrientand pesticide munoff.

Program V ision

The Intentof participating In the Forest Land Enhancem ent Program is to w ok tow ards achieving forest
m anagem ent goals designed to provide long term environm ental, econom ic and socialvalues o the
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citizens of Mlinois. Private Jandow ners need to be m otivated, through education, financial ncentives and
dem onstrations, t develop and in plem enta forestry plan on theirproperties. Educating landow ners can
reduce the m ism anagem ent orbenign neglect of their forestland and the negative consequences that have
resulted. A dequate financial and technical resources m ustbe provided to m eet the dem ands by the public
for forestm anagem entassistance. Coordnation am ong all natural resource parners in the sate w ill
avoid duplication and m ake the m ostefficient use of Iim ited staffing and funds. Training of natural
resource professionals w il enable the best Inform ation being transferred t© Jandow ners resulting In better
m anagem entdecisions. W ith thisvision In m ind, the follow Ing goals can be m et through the program
practices thatw illbe offered under FLEP .

Program G ocals

G cal#l -Retain, enhance and expand the existing forest resource bage n Mlinois.
Action
Strengthen the program s of various agencies and theirability t provide m ore Jandow ner-oriented
technical, stew ardship and m anagem entassistance.
Action
Enhance foresthealth through the protection of forests ard associated Jand from w ildfire, the Invasion of
exotic flora & fauna, dissase and firom physical dam age
A ction
Enoourage forest landow ners to cooperate in sate program s that conserve ournatural resources
Action

Ihcrease the netgrmow th and overall quality of the forest.
Action
Contnue and in prove ncentives forthe m antenance and active m anagem entof privately and publicly
ow ned forest Jand and encourage private landow ners to convertm arginal crop land to forest cover.

G cal#2 - Strengthen and expand education program s that nstill a forest stew ardship and land ethic
Action

Coordnate a satew ide Inform ation program o educate Jandow ners about forestland stew ardship and the
I plem entation of a forestm anagem entplan n orderto achieve m ultple benefits.

Action

Educate forest Jandow ners, public officials, and the general public about the in portantvalues of
forestland and the nead to protect, m anage and utilize those areas for the future.

Action

D evelop and in plem ent Jandow ner education program s forproperharvesting, w ood utilization,
m arketing, and productm anufacturing
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G cal#3 - crease professional developm entand deliwvery of technical sevvices to In plem entpractices
thatw ill im prove and enhance all the values associated w ith a healthy forestecosystem .

Action

Thitate taining for loggers that dem onstrate harvesting techniques and practices 1n a safe, costeffective
m annerthatw illm Inin ize negative i pacts to the forestand overall environm ent.

Action

Provide ttaining to professional foresters thatw ill result n the transferof the m ostup t© date biological
and technological inform ation needed t© prom ote and m ect the dem and for forestry assisance to Ilnois

Jandow ners.

Com plin entary Program s

There are num erous federal W RP;CRP;CREP;W HIP; EQ IP; ForestLegacy) and sate program s (CPP;
FDA ;W ildlife H abitat Fund) that can be enhanced and com plin ented through FLEP . Stew ardship
program saffw ill coordinate w ith N atural R esource Conservation Serwvice NRCS) program leaders
ensure that forest landow ners served by NRCS are fullly aw are of opportunities through FLEP. The
developm entand use of FLEP practices w illlbe cognizantof target area and practice em phasis w ith these
otherprogram s to keep duplication of effortto am ininum . H ow ever, this does notpreclide the use of
FLEP funds, when applicable, to be usad concurnently w ith other state cost chare program s to srengthen
and expand practices. Thisw illbe particularly usefill n conjunction w ith the Ilnois Forestry

D evelopm entA ct (IFD A ) w hich guarantee’s forest landow ners reduced taxes foracreage enrolled n the
IFDA program .A creage, adpcent to, but neligible forsom e of these otherprogram s, should be a target
of opportunity to enhance and com pound the benefits of FLEP. W hen applicable, FLEP m ay be used t©
m atch state program finds to enhance cost share opportunites.

R oles and R esponsibilities

The moles and regoonsibilities of the State Forester, State Forest Stew ardship C oordinating Comm ittee
(Ilinois Forestry D evelopm ent Council - IFD C ) and otheragencies and organizations n FLEP planning,
delivery and acoountability to the program objectives are as follow s.

The ITlnois State Priority Plan for FLEP is developed pntly by the State Foresterand the Ilinois
Forestry D evelopm ent C ouncil.

The State Forester is to develop, in plem entand adm nisterthe FLEP consistentw ith the state priority
pln. The State Foresterm ustensure thatall activites are carried outproperly and thatall costchared
practicesm eet the appropriate sandards and specifications.

The State Forester subm its an annual 1=port, as required by the final mule, reporting all activites and
practices finded through FLEP for the previous fiscal year. The reportw ill contain data on
13



accom plishm ents by educational, technical and cost share assistance basad on state cbectives and

m easurable outcom es ncluded in the state’s priority plan. By July 15, 2006, the State Foresterm ust
subm ita summ ary reportof all sate activities and practices finded through FLEP as

June 1,2006.

The State Forester, In cooperation w ith the IL Forestry D evelopm ent C ouncil, has designated a third
party, the Illnois C onservation Foundation, a 501 C -3 non-profit, to adm nister the cost chare financial
assistance and other FLEP elem ents asnecessary .

The plan w illguide the program in plem entation n Ilnois through fiscal year2007 and w illbe revised
asneeded. Questions aboutthe Plan orabout FLEP In I1lnois should be directed to: Stew axdship
Program Coordnator; OneN aturalResourcesW ay; Springfield, IL 62702-1271. 217)785-8774.

Public Participation Process

The ITlnois Forestry D evelopm ent Council (IFD C ) is com prised of representatives from aw ide variety of
natural resource stekeholdergroups and nstitutions. The m em bers of the Councilm etw ith their
constituencies to discuss theirneeds and nterests as they =late to FLEP issues . This feed back was

I portant n defining issues and developing priorities n the State Priority Plan. Tn addition, a public
®Eview processw as conducted via the ntemet. The FLEP priority plan w as posted on three w ebsites
(Ilinois D epartm ent of N atural R esources, I1lnois Forestry D evelopm ent C ouncil and Ilinois Tree Fam )
Tnvitng public r=view and comm ent. D urng this tim e period, a directm ailing wasalso m ade to all
forestry consultants In the state and all landow ners cunently enrolled in the Illinois Forestry
D evelopm entA ctprogram seeking Input into the plan process. The Stew ardship Program C oordinator
received com m ents and incorporated those nto the final Plan

Program Com ponents

FLEP finding w illbe allocated am ong fourprogram elem ents as follow s: education (10% ), technical
assisance (6% ), costshare assistance to N IPF landow ners (75% ) and program adm Inistation (10% ).
The IFD C w ill =@ the authority to reallocate this distrdbution throughout the program  as the needs and
resources am ong these areas change in orderto fully obligate and spend the finds.

E ducation
Educational efforts w ill contain tw o elem ents: 1) creating an aw areness and a desire am ong Ilnois’
114,500 landow ners to begin m anaging their forest land and 2) providing tedhnical taining to forestry
professionals In the sate. The prim ary m ethod foraccom plishing these goals w illbe through the use of
grants. The IFD C, In consulation w ith IDNR ForestEcology program laderand IDNR 1=gional
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foresters, w ill review and approve education grantproposals. Education grantguidelinesw illbe
developed by the Stew ardship Tnfom ation and Education task group of the IFD C to give focus and
direction forproposals. Educational assistance effortsm ay Include all of the follow Ing : activities, events,
program s, curricula, w ritten m aterials, w orkshops, taining sessions, w ebsite construiction and

m aintenance. Em phasisw illbe placed on field days, publications and training sessions forprofessional
developm entof foresters, lJoggers and tim berbuyers.

The expected outoom e w illbe t© enhance the skills of forestry professionals through professional taining
and developm entand t© increase Jandow nerparticipation in forestm anagem entactivities through an
Increaged aw areness of m anagem ent opportunites through the FLEP . Thisw ill in prove the ability of
forestry professionals In the sate to plan and in plem ent forestry practices that in prove and utilize the
sate’s forests w hile protecting and enhancing the w ater;, soiland w ildlife values associated w ith this
valuable resource. Educational efforts w illalso help close the gap betw een the num berof landow ners

w ho are unaw are of the benefits of properly m anaging their forests and the types of forestry assistance
and inform ation that is available to them .

The accom plishm entof these cbectives w illbe m easured by 1) tracking responses oractions taken by
Jandow ners contacted orparticipating in events oractivitdes and 2) docum enting attendance atactivitdes
designed to in prove professional skills. The docum entation and evaluation of fnded projectsw ill
equire the subm ittal of copies allm aterials developed, registation lists from activites, events, program s,
w orkshops and a follow -Up report from the grantee as to how the goals and obctives of the grantw ere
m et. Potential partners to deliver educational com ponent: landow nerbased groups (T'ree Famm ;W alnut
Council; ILNW Forestry Assoc.); ILSAF; sate universities; NRCS;SW CD ; DNR ; Ecosystem
Partnerships and otherw atershed based planning groups.

TechnicalA ssistance
There is a shortage of professional forestyy assistance availble to Jandow ners throughout the state. This

can result in prolonged delays to Jandow nerrequests for forestry assistance and m issed opportunities for
developing forestm anagem entplans and in plem enting forest stew ardship practices. Technical
assisance w illbe usad o help alleviate this situation through: (1) agreem entsw ith otheragencies,
Tnsttutions of highereducation, natural resource consultants orprivate organizations t augm entor

com plem entexisting services of the state forestyy agency; 2) supporting existing or further developm ent
of technical assistance delivery by the state forestry agency; 3) grants, agreem ents or contracts to
provide services to Jandow ners notoffered by the state; andor@) the developm ent or application of new
tools ortechnology forproviding service to Jandow ners.

15



It is expected that services provided 1n thism annerw i1l reduce the response tim e to landow nerrequests
for forestry assistance, reduce the backlog of landow ners now w aiting for technical assistance and

Increase services In areas w here sevvice hasbeen reduced due to m anpow er reductions w ithin the sate

forestyy agency .

Any grants, agreem ents or contracts developed w il have specific targets established thata verdorw illbe
required to m eet. A m ethod for tracking and reporting these accom plishm ents w illbe included In any
contractorgrantagreem ent. A ccom plishm ents w illbe included 1 the annual reportas required by the

ForestService.

A ccom plishm ents, asa resultof FLEP funds thatare used to supportor furtherdevelop technical
assistance by the sate forestry agency, w illbe docum ented by using the DNR

program m atic/accom plishm ent reporting system . A ccom plishm ents that result from  the application or
developm entof tools or technology finded through the program w illbe docum ented and r=ported In the
annual reportas required by the Forest Service.

Adm histration

The ITlnois C ongervation Foundation w illbe the m echanism used o distrbute paym ents to vendors,
landow ners, and organizations that in plem entor canry outprogram s and practices thatm eet the program
goals and cbpctives.

CostShare A ssisance
The cost share program w illbe structured ke the Tnois Forestyy D evelopm entA ct (FDA ) costshare

assisanceprogram  Appendix2). A m Inimum of 10 acres w illbe required to participate up t© a
maxinum of 1,000 acres treated annually . A certified Forest Stew ardship Plan w illbe required in oxder
to be eligble forocost chare assistence. Landow nersw illbe r=in bursed foreligible costs ata rate of 75%
w ithin specified Iin its. Costchare rates w ere es@blished based upon NRCS and TFD A practice
guidelnes. Ratesw illbe m oniorad thmoughout the life of the program and adjusted asneeded to r=flect
cunentm arket rates. The follow Ing is a listof practices that are available underthe FLEP. The practice
goecifications and standards forthose thatw illbe offered in Ilinois are outlined in Appendix 1.

FLEP 1 - Forest Stew ardship Plan D evelopm ent - D evelopm entor revision of a forestplan, or
upgrading of an existing m anagem entplan t© m est orexceed forest stew ardship stendards.
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FLEP 2 -A fforestation R eforestation - Site preparation, planting seedlings, seed orotherpractices to
encourage natliral regeneration or insure forestestablishm entand carbon sequestration.

FLEP 3 - Forest Stand Im provem ent - Practices that increase tree grow th and quality; in prove stand
vigorand health ; influence tree species com position and enhance overall diversity of native plants

and anin als

FLEP 4 -Agroforestry — Thisw illnotbe offered due to anticipated low dem and, size of practicesw ould
be an all In nature. Silvopasture, alley cropping and other such practices could be accom plished
as a dem onstration opportunity under the educational com ponent. R jparian plantings are offered
under otherpractices.

FLEP 5 -W ater Quality Im provem ent & W atershed Protection
C onstuction, establishm ent, m antenance, renovation and or restoration of rwads, trails, culverts,
steam crossing structures and log landing areas for the purposes of in proving and protecting
w aterquality, rparian areas, forested w etlands and w atersheds.

FLEP 6 -Fich & W idlife H abitat Im provem ent — Thisw illnotbe offered. Landow ners participate
and receive priorty In several otherprogram s foresablishing, m antaining and restoring habiat
practices. These nclude the W ildlife H abitat lhoentive Program W H IP) ; Environm ental Q uality
Thoentive Program (EQ IP); IlinoisW ildlife H abiat Fund and W ildlife Preservation Fund.

FLEP 7 -ForestH ealth -Thisw illnotbe offered and w ill be addressed underthe educational
com ponent. Educational activities w ill prom ote aw areness and educate the public of specific
potential threats to forest health relating to w ildlife dam age, Insectand disease problem s.

FLEP 8 - Invasive Species C ontrol - E sablishm ent, m antenance and restoration practices, prin arily t©
detect, m onitor, eradicate or control the spread of exotic and Invasive species.

FLEP 9 -Fire and CatastrophicR ik Reduction -Thisw illnotbe offered due to the rare and
Ifrequent occurnences of catastrophic fire events n Illnois. Ttis recognized the firebreak
establishm entand m antenance can be i portant under som e conditions and In som e geographic
areas. In these nstances, such risk r=duction activites can be addressed under otherpractices.

FLEP 10 - Fire and C atastrophic EventR ehabilitation — Thisw illnotbe offered due to the rare and
nfrequent occunences of caastrophic fire events n Ilnois. R ehabiliation and restomatve
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practicesm ay be addressed underotherpractices. H ow ever, m ostof the fire dam age thatoccurs
w ithn the sate does not cause significant dam age t© m erit rehabilitation .

FLEP 11 - Forest Protection - E s@blishm entof practices prim arily to r=duce the risk fiom w ildfire,
ham ful livestock grazing and dam age by w ildlife thatw ould prevent the successful
establishm ent, grow th ordevelopm entof a forest stand.

Program E Iigiility and O ther R equirem ents

a.A Ilnon-industrial private forest landow ners ow ning at least 10 acres. Corporations w hose stocks are
publicly ttaded orow ners principally engaged In the processing of w ood products are excluded.

b. Participants are eligible to receive funds fortreatm entof notm ore than 1,000 acres annually. The
maxinum aggregate am ountof cost share paym ent to any one Jandow ner shall notexceed $100,000
through 2007..

c.An approved Forest Stew ardship m aregem entplan, as defined in the FLEP 1 practice standards, must
be In place before receiving approval for finding w ith the exception of the FLEP 1 practice - Forest
Stew ardship P1lan D evelopm ent. N o practices com pleted or costs Incurred prior to approval of fuinding
are eligble forrein bursem ent.

d.Approvalw illbe m ade using a FLEP plan certification form indicating concurence by the Jandow ner
and DNR D istrict Forester.

e. Practicesm ustbe m aintained forthe required am ountof tin e as specified  the plan. Failure to do o
w il result In the participantbeing subjct o the recapture provision.

f. Practice life span of practices is ten years unless specifically sated otherw ise. The 10 year life span
doesnotapply to recundng practices such as prescribed buming, light disking, hetbicide applications and
otherpractices specified in the m anagem entplan.

g.Chem icals used in perform ing practicesm ustbe federally, state and locally registered and used
according to Jabel directions and requirem ents.

h..Partial paym ents for ndividual com ponents of a practice are not authorized.

I.Cancellation of program participation m ay occurby eitherthe landownerorthe DNR asa resultofa
violation of a practice orthe approved plan w ithout cost to the IDNR .

j. Capial nvestm ents, capital in provem ents, purchase of land orany hterest in land are noteligble to
receive imds.

C ost Share Program

A Tocation, Priorites and Targets
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@) State Foregter shall coordinate the FLEP program find distrbbution through the DNR r=gional
foresters. Cost chare fimds w illbe distrbuted through the D istrict Forester’s office via allocations
received from the DNR =gional forester.

(b) D istrict Foresters shall conducta continuous sign up process through theiroffices and by m aking
applications available through the USDA and SW CD offices in each county .

c) FLEP costshare practices offered are based on the practioce’s ability to address forestry issues, as
defined in the state priority plan, the extent the practice can alleviate technical assistance shortages that
existand the availability of sin ilarpractices offered under other federal and state program s. Practices
dentified as a high priority in the FLEP State Priority Plan w ill receive priorty for fnds thatrem ain at
the tim e of application.

FLEP Practice Priority | C/A % | AnnualTarget

FLEP 1 - ForestStew ardship Plans High 75 2,000 acres
FLEP 2-A fiorestation R eforesation M edim 75 300 acres
FLEP 3 - Forest Stand In provem ent High 75 1300 acres
FLEP 5 -W aterQ uality In provem ent & High 75 500 acres

W atershed Protection

FLEP 8 - Invasive Species Contxol M edim 75 100 acres
FLEP 11 -Forest Protection M ediim 75 100 acres

A coom plishm ents w illbe docum ented and reported through the IDN R program m atic/accom plishm ent
r=portng system . Com pleted cost share practices w il also be reported m onthly by the Illnois
C onservation Foundation to IDNR . This Inform ation w illbe reported 1n the annual reportas required by

the ForestService.

Application and Paym ent Procedures
(1) Costshare applicationsw illbe accepted by the D istrict Forester forall eligible landow ners.
A pplicationsw illbe fimded on a firstcom e, firsteserved basis.
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) A pprovalof applications w illbe m ade by the D istrict Forester and subject to practices thatare
Inclided In the approved m anagem entplan and finding availability. Practices identified asa high
priorty In the FLEP State Priority Plan w il receive priority for funds thatrem an atthe timne of
application.

(3) Upon approval of the application, the landow ner shall be notified n w riting. Such notice shall sate
that the Jandow nercan begin to in plem ent the approved practices and that finds have been cbligated t©
coverthe costs of in plem enting such practices w ithin the program 1im its. The notice shall also state the
Jandow ner is to notify the D istrict Foresterw hen the practice is com pleted. Paym entw illbe m ade
follow Ing verification by the D istrict Forester that the practice has been com pleted according t©
goecifications. Practices not com pleted w ithin 12 m onths from  the approval date t© begin the practice w ill
be cancelled. Those findsw illbe re-cbligated by the D istrict Forester to otherpending applicants.

@) Practce approvalw illbem ade once a field lngpection by the D istrict Foresterhas verified
com pletion according to specifications and proper docum entation hasbeen received by the Jandow ner for
costs Incurred to in plem ent the practice.

(5) A uthorization and docum entation needed to pay the landow nerw illbe tranam ited to the Inois
C onservation Foundation w ho w ill disburse fimds forpaym ent.

6) A r=fund process to recapture expended findsw illbe hnitated w hen a) overpaym ents have occurred
forany reason; b) participants fail to m aintain com pleted practices for the entire practice life span;

(7) participants s=11, convey orotherw ise lose controlof the land upon w hich there is a continuing
cbligation to m aintan a practice and the new landow nerdoes notagree to assum e regponsibility for
m aintaining thatpractice. R ecapturad findsw illbe deposited w ith the Ilinois C onservation Foundation
forredistrbution and paym entof practices underthe FLEP program .

(8) Nothing 1 this section requiring the w ithholding or refunding of financial assistance paym ents shall
preclude any penalty or lidbility otherw ise in posed by law .

(9) Non federalprogram  funds and otherdonated assistance m ay be used t© supplem ent cost share
thorough FLEP ; how ever, the total of all fiinds and assistance shallnotexceed 100 percentof the toal
costof practice in plem entation. The federal share of the total cost shall be r=duced by any gross revenue
from any m aterial s0ld as resultof the cost share practice. T kind contributions cannotbe r=in bursed.

(10) Any landow ner, successororassignee w ho is dissatisfied w ith any determ ination m ade under FLEP
m ay request reconsideration by the State Forester. A 1l requests for reconsideration shallbe in w riting and
chall contain factual inform ation explaning the basis forthe request. A 1ldecisions on reoonsideration
m ustbe issued I w riting.

Prohibited Practices
a.Costs Incured before an application for cost share is approved by the IDNR D igtrict Forester.
b. Repeated practices on the sam e site w ithin the required m aintenance period w hich hawve been
1n plem ented underany other sate, federal or lJocal govermm entprogram s, exceptw here such practices
are r=peated due t© a failure of a priorpractice w ithout faultof the Jandow ner.
c. Practioes Jess than one acre in size.
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d. Practices associated w ith the developm entor in provem entof Christm as trees, tree nurseries, nutor
fruit orxchards are noteligible

R eferences
B retthauer, S . and Edgington, J. 2002. ForestResources of I1lnois

USDA ForestService N orth Central Statbdon Resource Bulletim NC - 198 IMlinois’ Forests 1n 1998

IL Forestry D evelopm ent Council 1999. Realizing the Forests’ Full Potential: Assessm entand Long
Range Action P lan for ForestResources in Ilinois

m sfilenam e:IL FLEP priority plan 8_19 03
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Appendix 1 Ilinois FLEP Practices

FLEP1

Practice: ForestStew ardship Plan D evelopm ent

Purpose: D evelopm entorrevision of a forestplan, orupgrading of an existing m anagem entpln t©
m eetorexcead forest stew ardship sandards.

E Iigible C om ponents and cost share rates: Costchare shallbe 75% of actual costs notto exceed the
follow Ing rates:

New ForestStew ardship Plan S50
Plus $7 /acre
Revise orupdate an existing plan S50
Plus $7 /acre

Standards and Specifications: Costshare is authorized for the preparation of a new plan orthe
updating of an existing Jand m anagem entplan to Forest Stew ardship sandards. A 1l forested acreage
on the property m ustbe ncluded and enrolled 1 the program . The plan m ust include the follow Ing:
landow nersnam e, address and phone num ber; plan preparers nam e, address and phone num ber; plan
preparation date; legal description ; stew ardship acres; statem entof Jandow ner(s) goals; general
propetty description ; description of forest stands; supporting stand objectives; sitviculural

recom m endations; natural resource threats; acknow Jedge any know n endangered threatened species or
culural features; soils nfom ation; tim e t@ble of m aregem ent activites to occur over the next ten-
years; reforestation sitesw ith planting recom m endations thatalso nclude pre and postplanting
activides; m aps Including soils, and aerial photos depicting property boundaries, forest sand
delineations; w aterand rad features.

Referto: htp /A ww f5.fed ushe burlington hed oroducthim #Stew Plan
IDNR -D ivision of ForestR esources Policy & ProceduralM anual; Section 1801
FD A /Stew ardship ForestM anagem ent P Jan and Section 1802 FD A Stew ardship Tree Planting
Plan




Appendix 1 Ilinois FLEP Practices
FLEP 2
Practice: A fforestation R eforesation

Purpose: Site preparation, planting seedlings, seed and otherpractices to encourage natural
regeneration or nsure forestestablishm entand carbon sequestation.

E ligible C om ponents and cost share rates: Costshare shallbe 75% of actual costs notto exceed the
follow Ing rates:

D irect seeding $200/Aacre
Private No Cost
Seedlings Seedlings
Hardw ood seedlings* 10'x 10' (436 tees/acre) $325 jacre $100/Acre
Hardw ood seedlings* 8’'x10' (540 trees/acre) $405 /acre $120/Aacre
Hardwood seedlings* 8'x8' (680 trees/ace) $510 /acre $140 acre

* The above 1ates nclide seedling and herbicide costs and the laborto plantand
apply chem ical vegetation contxol

Standards and Specifications: Costshare is authorized to plant tree seedlings, ordirect seed, carry out
any necessary site preparation and follow up m aintenance activites to ensure the satisfactory

establishm entof trees for conservation purposes, the production of w ood products and the sequestration
of carbon.

A ForestStew ardship plan, that includes areas to be planted and br regenerated, approved by the DNR
D istrict Forester, is required. The plan w illdescribe any needed site preparation, species selection,
goacngs, protective and follow -Up m antenance activites to m est the objectives.

Practicesw illbe in plem ented and com pleted according to the provisions of the Tllnois Forestry
D evelopm entA ctasoutlined n 17 IL A dm inistative Code; Chapter I; Section 1536 ; Part 1536 30
Forestry D evelopm ent Cost-Share Program guidelines.

Referto:NRCS Consgsrvation Practice Standards #612 Tree & Shrub Es@ablishment
NRCS Conservation Practice Standard #391 R Jparian ForestBuffer

http /Ay ww_nresusda govAechnical gfoty/

Iinois D frect Seeding H andbook - http :/Avww directseeding org/
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FLEP 3
Practice: Forest Stand Im provem ent

Purpose: Practices thatw ould crease tree grow th and quality; in prove stand vigorand health;
Influence tree species com position and enhance overall diversity of native plants and anin als

E ligible C om ponents and cost share rates: Cost share shallbe 75% of actual costs notto exceed the
follow Ing rates:

Thining practices desioned to in prove $45 facre
Species com position, tim berquality

In prove tree grow th and vigorand

enhance other resource cbctives

Standards and Specifications: Costsharing is authorized for the thiming of forest stands basad upon
a silviculumal prescription, approved by the IDNR D istrict Forester, and developed upon stand data
analysis that supports the goals and cbectives sated 1n the Forest Stew ardship plan.

Practicesw illbe In plem ented and com pleted according to the provisions of the Ilinois Forestyy
D evelopm entA ctasoutlined 11 17 IL Adm isttative Code; Chapter I; Section 1536 ; Part 1536 50
Forestry D evelopm ent C ostShare Program guidelines

Referto:NRCS Conservation Practice Standards #666 ForestStand Inprovem ent
http :/Av ww_nresusda gov Aechnical efoty/
Crop Tree M anagem ent in Eastem H ardw oods; Publication #N A -TP-19-93
http :/Av ww_sivsi fs fed usfihtbin Av ebcat
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FLEP 5

Practice: W aterQuality In provem ent& W atershed Protection

Purpose: To prom ote the use of bestm anagem entpractices BM P’s) and stream  side m anagem ent
zones (SM Z's) through the constmiction, establishm ent, m aintenance, renovation and or restoration of
wads, trails, culverts, soeam  crossing structures and landing areas forthe purposes of in proving and
protecting w aterquality, rparian areas, forested w etlands and w atersheds.

E ligible C om ponents and cost share rates: Costshare shallbe 75% of actual costs notto exceed the
follow Ing rates:

Forest access corridordesion and layout $ 20/lneal foot

Crtical area seeding $200 /Aacre

W aterbars & D versions $3 /Ineal foot

Tem porary stream Arainage crossings

Culverts - 6" $3 50/lnear oot

8" $3 .75 /linear foot
10" $5 50/lneal foot
12" $8 50/lneal foot
15" $15.75/lneal foot
18" $18 .75 /llneal foot

Standards and Specifications: C ost share is authorized forthe design and layoutof forestaccess
corddors (&kid trails, haul roads and landing areas) to nsure thatw aterquality ism antained or
enhanced. A harvesting site plan w ill inclide a topographic m ap Jocating routes and dentifying BM P
practices thatw ill restrict soil erosion and protectw aterquality .

Costchare is authorized forthe es@blishm entof grasses and Jegum es In openings in forested areas
resulting from 10ad, skid trails and log landing areas developed orused during a harvesting operation.
Rates Include site preparation, seed costs, nutrentand 1im e tests and ins@llation.

Costchare is authorized forthe construction and seeding of w aterbars and diversions to m itgate
potential i pacts of soil erosion and w aterquality from sedim entation due to w ater mmoff from loggng
kid tails, roads and landing areas.

Costchare is authorized forthe constuiction and insallation of fords, culverts and bridges thatw illbe
used as tem pomary crossings over stream s, mavines and ditches during a logging operation In orderto
preserve and protectw aterquality .

Practicesw illbe In plem ented and com pleted according to the provisions of Forestry BestM anagem ent
Practices for Tlnois.

Al referto: NRCS Conservation Practice Standards #342 C ritical Area Planting
NRCS Conservation Practice Standards #656 ForestTrails and Landings

http :/Av w w_nresusda govAechnicalefoty/
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FLEP 8

Practice: Invasive Species C ontrol

Purpose: Es@blishm ent, m aintenance and restoration practices, prim arily to eradicate or control the
soread of non native or nvasive species thatare particular threats to the successful regeneration of the

forest.

E Iigible C om ponents and cost share rates: Costchare shallbe 75% of actual costsnotto exceed the
follow Ing rates:

Levelof mvasion *

Iightlevel @0%) $60 /Acre
medim level (31% -60% ) $90 /acre
heavy level (> 60% ) $180/Aacre

* The percentof area covered by the target species

Standards and Specifications: C ost share assistance is authorized for the controlof the follow Ing
goecies thatare considered a long tem  threat to the sucocessful esablishm entof the forest through
natural regeneration processes: Japanese and bush honeysuckle; European buckthom ; kudzu ; garlic
m ustard, m ultiflora rose, Japanese stiltgrass, Chinese yam , Chinese privet and oriental bittersw est.

Practicesw illle in plem ented and com pleted according to the provisions and recom m endations of the
Forest Stew ardship plan.
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FLEP 11

Practice: ForestProtection

Purpose: E sablishm entof practices prin arily to reduce the risk from w ildfire, ham fiil Iivestock
grazing and dam age by w ildlife thatw ould prevent the sucoess establishm ent, grow th ordevelopm ent

of a forestsand.

E Iigble C om ponents and cost share rates: Costchare shallbe 75% of actual costsnotto exceed the
follow Ing rates:

firebreaks $1 50/Aiod
fencing fprotection from w ildlife) $ 50/foot
fencing forotection from livestock grazing)
woven w ire $12 /od
batbed w ire $11/d
high-tensile $9 fod
repellants $15/acre

Standards and Specifications: C ost share assistance is authorized forthe construction of perm anent
firrbreaks t© provide protection to forests or forestplantations from dam age by w ildfire.

Costshare assistance is authorized forthe use of fencing and anin al repellants to preventor reduce
w ildlife dam age in trre plantings, direct seeding and natural regeneration practices.

Cost chare assistance is authorized to construct nterior, perm anent fence t© exclude livestock from
forested areas.

Practicesw illbe in plem ented and com pleted according to the provisions of the Illnois Forestry
D evelopm entA ctasoutlined n 17 IL A dm fnistative Code; Chapter I; Section 1536 ; Partl536 40 ; Part
1536 60; Part 1536 65 Forestry D evelopm ent CostShare Program guidelines
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TITLE 17: CONSERVATION
CHAPTER I: DEPARTM ENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
SUBCHAPTER d: FORESTRY

PART 1536
FORESTRY DEVELOPM ENT COST-SHARE PROGRAM
Section
153610 General
153620 Eligbility
153625 Preparation of ForestM anagem entPlans
1536 30 Planting Treesand D irect Seeding
153640 Fencing to Protect Forests and Plantations
1536 50 Tending ForestStands
1536 60 Firebreaks to Protect Forests
1536 65 ReducingW idlife Damage
1536.70 Site Preparation forN atiralR egeneration
153680 Appeal
153690 fomm ation

1536100 Penalty

AUTHORITY : Inplem enting and authorized by the Illnois Forestry D evelopm entA ct [6525 ILCS 15].

SOURCE : Adopted and codified at8 I1l.Reg. 13689, effective July 25,1984 ; am ended at 9 I1l.Reg.
14286, effective Septem ber5, 1985; am ended at 10 T1.Reg. 6838, effective April 3, 1986 ; am ended at
10 I1.Reg. 18168, effective O ctober 15, 1986 ;am ended at 11 11l.Reg. 18632, effective Novem ber 2,
1987;am ended at14 I11.Reg.18244, effective O ctober29,1990; am ended at17 I11.Reg. 16485,
effective Septem ber27, 1993 ; recodified by changing the agency nam e from D epartm entof
Conservation to D epartm entof N atural R esources at 20 I11.Reg. 9389; am ended at22 T1.Reg.10473,
effective June 1,1998.

Section 1536 10 G eneral
The purpose of this program is to encourage the planting, m anagem ent, use, and regeneration of forests.

a) Tin bergrow ers andbr Jandow ners participating In this program m ay also be eligble for
federal forestry costchare program s adm istered by agencies of the United States.

b) An gpplication for the costchared practice m ustbe com pleted by the tim bergrow er
and or Jandow nerand subm itted to the ITlinois D epartm ent of N atural R esource’s
D istrict Forester, hereafter referred to as the D istrict Forester. The requirem ents for
Tnstallation of the practice w illbe described in the approved forestm anagem entplan,
hereafter called the "Plan". The costchared practice can notbe sarted until the
application is approved by the D istrict Forester.

c¢) The r=in bursem ent for the approved costchared practice w illbe based on the
Jandow ner’s docum entation of costto install the practice and w illnotexceed the
established costchare percentages and w illnotexceed m axin um am ounts perunit
allow ed In this Part.
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T in bergrow ers and or Jandow ners m ust provide an item ized satem entw ith paid
recelpts forexpenses of m ore than $10 in the In plem entation of the approved practice.
T determ ining the costof a tim bergrow erand or Jandow neror fam iy m em berdoing
the practices, the Jaborate shallnotexceed $12 perhour. Rein bursem ent foram ounts
Jess than $50 w illnotbe processed forpaym ent.

This is a r=in bursem ent costchare program . A dvance paym entw illnotbe allow ed.
Furthem ore, costchare paym ent cannotlbe m ade to a third party orto vendors.

W hen Federal orother costchare program practices are utilized concurnently w ith the
Tlinois Forestry D evelopm entA ct (IFD A ) CostShare Program , the costshare
percentage shall equal the percentage of the other concurent costchare program in
effect in the county w here the practice is nstalled. The IFDA costchare percentage and
the "notto excead perpractice unitam ount" shall be adjusted proportionately from the
sandard mate now in effect. Tin bergrow ers and or Jandow ners m ay notbe rein bursed
m ore than the actual costnotto exceed the base costof the practice. The base cost
Epresents the am ountupon w hich the costchare m axin um isderived. The adjusted
maxinum fixed rate is determ ned by wking the federal costchare percent rate tim es
the average costperacre. Federal program sw illbe ugsed for nital paym ent.

A practice cannotbe 1=peated on the sam e Jand w ithin a 10 yearperiod and m ustbe
effective foram Ininum of 10 years, exosptas allow ed under Sections 1536 30 and
1536.70.

Property upon w hich costshared practices are ins@alled m ustbe protected from w ildfire
and grazing by m easures set forth n the Plan.

Chem icals used In perform Ing practicesm ustbe federally, state and locally registerad
and m ustbe gpplied strictly in accordance w ith authorized registered uses, directions on
the label, and other Federal and State requirem ents.

If a tin ber sale has occurred w ithin 2 State of Tlnois fiscal years priorto the approval
of a cost shared practice, then tim bergrow ers and or landow ners w ill have theircost
share Increased by an am ountnotto exoeed 50% of theirharvest fee. The com bined
paym ent forthe practice and the harvest fee rebate shallnotexceed 100% of the tim ber
grow er's and or landow ner’s practice cost. T in bergrow ers and or landow ners w ho sold
tim berbased upon provisions of the Plan shall have priority forharvest fee rebates.
Federal cost share program s cannothbe used w ith the harvest fee rebate.

W hile this program m ay be com bined w ith a federal program for in plem entation of a
soecific practice, it cannotlbe com bined w ith another State program forthe sam e
practice.

Only approved and satisfactorily com pleted practices provide the basis for
1=in bursem ent to Jandow ners. A 1l com ponentsm ustbe com pleted and approved before
paym ent is approved.

C ost ghare practices shall notbe authorized forany action that is determ ned to be
ham ful to threatened orendangered species ortheirhabiat.
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Source: Amended at22 T1.Reg. 10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 20 E ligbility

a)

Participation in the program is lin ited to Jandow ners and or tim bergrow ers w ho own or
operate at least5 contiguous acres of land In this State. A forestm ustbe at least 100
feetw de.

The property on w hich the costchared practices w illbe ns@alled m usthave an approved
forestm anagem entplan asdescribed 11 17 IIL.Adm .Code 1537, except fora costchare
application for "preparation of forestm anagem entplans" practice under Section

1536 25.

Source: Amended at22 T1l.Reg.10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 25 Preparation of ForestM anagem ent Plans

This practice provides tin bergrow ers and or Jandow ners w ith another opportunity to cbtain
professional conservation assistance In Plan preparation.

a)

This costchare practice is valid only w hen a tim bergrow erand or landow nerpays
anotherparty forpreparation of a Plan. The tim bergrow erand 6or Jandow nerm ust
approve and sign the Plan before the D istrict Foresterw ill authorize rein bursem entof
the costchare of the Plan practice.

b) A costshare application forthispractice m ustbe subm itted and approved by the D istrdict

Foresterpriorto nitdation of a Plan. H ow ever, forall other costchare practices, an
approved Plan m ustbe In effectpriorto subm ission of a costchare application.

The Plan m ustm est the conditions, requirem ents, standards and specifications as
contained n IFDA and 17 IIL.Adm .Code 1537 and this Part. A dditonal inform ation t©
clarify the raquirem ents m entioned above is listed In tw o publications published by the
Iinois Technical Forestry A ssociation: "Recom m ended Silviculiraland M anagem ent
Practices for Ilnois H ardw ocod Forest Types" (1972), Extension Foregter, I1linois

C ooperative Extension Service, University of Tllnois, 110 M um ford H all, U tbana, I
61801 (o latereditions oram endm ents are ncluded) and "Forest Planting Practices for
Iinois" (1974), Ilinois Technical Forestry A ssociation, Inc., ¢ D epartm entof
Forestry, 211 M um ford Hall, Utbana, I, 61801 ho latereditions oram endm ents are
ncluded).

Com ponents eligible forcostcharing can nclide: reoconnaissance, tavel costs,
secretarial, m ailing and telephone costs, forest nventory, data analysis and plan w ritng .

R econnaissance notes; field datm; inventory peracre and per stand;; and analysis of forest
Tnventory m ustbe subm ited w ith the Plan, to the D istrict Forester.
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A Tl of the Jand 1n a county ow ned by the sam e Individual(s), partmership (s) or
corporations (s) shallbe included 1 a single Plan. Am endm ents of Plans to crease
acreage during the 10 year lifegoan of a Plan shallbe costshared as described below .

C ostchare rate for Plans of silviculure and m anagem enton existing forest stands shall
be 75% of the owners costnotto exceed $7 peracre.

C ostchare rate forreforesaton and afforestation Plansasdefined m 17 TIL.Adm .Code
1537 shallbe 75% of the landow ners costnotto excead $4 peracre.

Fractional acres forall Plans shallbe rounded to the nearestacre for costchare paym ent
asfollows: 01 to 49 acresw illbe rounded down and 50 t© 99 shallbe rounded up.

Soure: Amended at22 I11.Reg.10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 30 Planting T reesand D frect Seeding

The purpose of this practice is to establich a stand of forest trees for tim berproduction purposes and
com patdble m ultple uses and to provide general environm entalbenefits.

a)

c)

The D istrict Forester shall determ Tne the suitability of the Jand for site preparation and
tree planting, considering soil erodibility and the econom ic feasibilityy of soil sability
practices such as tim Ing of the practice and ground cover requirem ents.

C ostcharing isnotauthorized for:

1) planting trees ordirect seeding on less than 1 acre orplanting less than 435 trees
peracre unless specifically m odified laterunder Section 1536 30 (c) 2) O ) (i) as
approved by a D istrict Forester.

2) planting or culture of fruit ornutorchards, Christm as trees orplanting for
omam ental, landscaping orviolation m itgation purposes. For the purposes of
this subsaction (), m itigation m eans alleviation, reduction, abatem entor
din Inution of a condition that is prohibied by State or federal law orregulation.

3) Irigation of planted trees.
CostShare R ates/Specification:

1) Site Preparation - 75% of the actual costnotto exceed a variable am ount ranging
from $30 to $180 peracre, as determ ned by the Plan preparerand approved by
the D istrict Forester. The Plan preparer conducts a carefirl field nspection of
cunent vegetation coveron the site to be prepared, and then uses categories and
am ounts In subsection (c) (1) B) tom ake a determ nation about the costchare
e peracre.

A) C ostechare categories and conesponding variable costshare am ounts
shall be prorated peracre, per category, and shallbe approved by the
D istrict Forester.
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B) C ostchare categories and variable costshare paym ents follow :

Junel,1998
i)
#)
Ine.
i)

V ariable C ostShare
AmountsNotto Exceed,
PerAcre

Category

V egetation orheavy
residues w hich w il cause
som e difficulty n nom al
plntng.
$30

Sixty percentorm ore
of area In sod and broad

leafed hertbaceocus plants.
Orup to40% ofarrain
TIightw oody cover, stem s
two nchesorless
dizm eteratground Ine.
$S60

M ore 40% of area occupied
by w oody vegetation,
briars, vines, orw oody

stem s tw o Inches diam eter
or less atground lne,
butcan include up t©

25 stem speracre

greater than tw o Inches

$90

M ore than 40% ofarea
occupied by w oody vegetation
greater than tw o Inches
diam eteratground line;
orm ore than 25 stem sper
acre greaterthan tw o inches
dizm eteratground  lne.
$180

C) This is lim ited t© areas having undesirable vegetation (such asgrass sod,
perennial and annual broad-leafed plants and trees or shmibs) . These areas
w illbe replanted t© desirable tree gpecies.

D) M easures necessary to m Inin ize exosion m ustbe undertaken and
plntings m usthbe according to prescribed stendards set forth In the
approved Plan. M easuresm ay Include, butare not lin ited to, hand
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planting, m achine planting on contour, establishm ent of tem porary
herbaceous cover, the use of hetbicides form inin um disturbance of
established coverand sim ilaraccepted practices as set forth n the
approved Plan. Tem pomry herbaceous coverm eans oats, rye, w heator

Rem ovalm ay be undertaken m echanically w ith m achinery iIncluding all
nom al fam tllage in plem ents, chopping or saw Ing . H erbicidesm ay
also be usad w ith m echanicalm easures orto r=place m echanical

m easures.

Tree Planting (T'rees and Labor) - 75% of the actual costnot to exceed $95 for
no-costplanting stock or$280 forpurchased planting stodk, peracre.

A)

Selected tree gpecies and seed sources to be planted m ustbe In
accordance w ith the Plan.

Plantingsm ustbe m ade in accordance w ith the Plan. Treesm ustbe
fim Iy planted at the properdepth. Tree planting m achines, augers or
hand olsm ay be usd.

Atleast90% of the coniferstock m ustbe notless than 3/32 nch n
caliperatl inch above the rootcollar fursery soil line). Atleast90% of
the hardw ood stock shallbe 7/32 inch caliperatl inch above the root
collar fursery soil Iine). T addition to the standaxds above, hardw ocod
stock purchased from private nurseries shall be ordered from the 12-18
Inch category as described in the nursery s catalog orotherw ritten
description .

Spacing requirem ents are as follow s:

i) Plantseedlings 6 to 12 feetapartin row s6 t 12 feetapart. Plant
atleast435 treesperacre.

i) Ihterplantings w ithin w coded areas are to be spaced 6 feetapartor
m ore In openings w hich receive partial or full direct sunlight.

i) V arations In gpacing and seedling density standardsm ay bem ade
to enhance an existing forestarea or riparian area I acoordance
w ith w ritten recom m endations approved by the D istrict Forester.
C ostchare forplanting of less than 435 treesperacre w illbe
prorated using 435 trees as the basis.

Stockng and replanting requirem ents:

D A tleast 300 of the planted trees, peracre, m ustbe m antained
throughout the practice lifespan.
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1) C ostzchare assistance forreplanting w illbe
available w here losses are due t© natural causes, such as heat,
drought, flood, hail, and sim ilaroccunences, if 70% ofa sand is
notobtained, or if a stand deterorates t© less than 70% w ithin the
first tw o grow Ing seasons.

D irect Seeding Com ponent

The purpose of this practice is t© extend 1in ited supplies of plant

m aterials and thereby t© hicrease foresation .

A)

D frect seeding m ay be used In lieu of seedling planting, w hen approved
by the D istrict Foresteraspartof a Plan.

A s references forsandards use: "D Irect seeding of Southemn O aks -A
PROGRESS REPORT", by RabertL . Johnson and RogerM , K rinard,
Southem H ardw oods Labomatory, Stoneville, M S, ForestService, USDA
(1988) and the guidelines offered in Silvics of Forest Trees of the Unied
States 1974), A griculture H andbook 271, Forest Service, USDA ,

W ashington, DC 20250 (o latereditions oram endm ents are lncluded.)

This costchare practice m ay be attem pted a second tim e if through no
ditect faultof the Jandow ner (ie., drought, tomado, etc.) few erthan 300
seedlings of acoeptable grow g stock peracre survive afterone full
grow Ing season.

If, after2 fullgrow Ing seasons there are few erthan 300 seedlings of
acoeptable grow g stock peracre, no furtherattem pts to direct seed shall
bem ade. How ever, tree planting m ustbe done per subsection © ) 2).

C ostchare R ate and Specifications

D This practice shallpay 75% of the ow ners costnot to exceed $95
peracre forseed collected orpurchased plus lBborand m achinery
use.

i) Seed shallbe local source, w ithin 25 m iles of the seeding site. Ox,
if Jocal seed isnotavailable, seed shallbe collected w ithtn an area
described as 50 m flesw estof the M ississippiR iver, 50 m iles
north of the TlinoisW isconsin border, a north-south Ine extended
along the eastem borderof O hio and 100 m iles south of the Ohio
R iver.

i) M easures to protect seed from predatorpilferage shallbe required
w hen predatorpilferage is identified asa problam .

iv) S ite preparation m easures are best done before direct seeding .
A dditional treatm ents to ntroduce adequate sunlightand t©
r=duce com petition m ay e nesded.
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V) O ver story rem ovalm ay be required follow ing establidhm entof
seedlings - ssplings.

4) Contmolof Undesirable Vegetation W ith H etbicides orM ulching - 75% of the
actual costnotto exceed $40 peracre w ith herbicides, $60 peracre w ith m ulch.

A) The practice is 1im ited t© plantings that conform to specifications cited n
Section 1536 30.

B) A pplication of herbicidesm ay be 1 either the liquid orgranular form and
m ay be pre-em ergents orpostem ergents or com binations of these types
as approved by the D istrict Forester. A pplication m ay be m ade as pre-
plnt, postplantorat tim e of planting. If vegetation control isa
com ponentof the forestation practice, itm ustbe com pleted
to qualify for rein bursem ent for site preparation and planting . Treated bands forhardw oods challbe 4
feet, spot treatm ents shallbe at least 12 square feet. Forconifersm nin um band w idth is 2 feet, and

sootsof 4 square feet.

C) O rganic m ulchesm ay be usad n com bination w ith herbicides or in lieu
of hetbicides and m ustbe usad if required In the approved m anagem ent
Plan, to qualify for site preparation and planting paym ents. M Inin um per
geedling m ulched area is 12 square feetw ith an ital depth of 4 inches.
M ulched areasm ustbe pretreated by r=m oving existing vegetation to
expose m eral soil priorto applying the mulch. W eed control fAbric
(cloth) can be used if at least 9 square feet is used around each seedling.

D) H etbicide orm ulching applicationsm ustbe m ade, if required In the Plan
and mncluded on the practice costshare application, to qualify forsite
preparation and plantng paym ents.

E) T reatm ents for control of undesirable vegetation m ay e costchared fora
second and third application as prescribed In the Plan and approved by
the D istrict Forester.

Source: Amended at22 I1.Reg.10473, effective June 1,1998)
Section 1536 40 Fencing to Protect Forests and P lantations
a) The practce is Iin ird to building perm anent fences needed to exclude livestock .
b) The distance betw een posts or live treesm ustnotexceed 1 rod (16 5 feet) . Lin ied use
of live trees is pem ited, provided 2" x 4" nailing strips of durable w ood are used
betw een the w Ire and the tree.

c) No assisance w illbe given forboundary fencesor fences adjpcent to mads.

d) CostShareR ates/Specification - The costshare am ounts vary by type of fence
constucted ; how ever, the rate w illbe 75% of actual costnot to exceed these 1in its:



Appendix 2

Junel,1998

7ILL.ADM .CODE CH .I, SEC .1536

A woven w Ire fence m ust consistof at easta 26 inch w oven w ire w ith at least
tw o strands of barbed w ire on top - $12 permod.

A barbed w Ire fence m usthbe at least three strands - $11 perrod.

If other fence m aterials are used, allw eatherw ood ornative um berhighly
resisant to decay m ay be substituted forbarbed w ire if required forcertain
dom estic anin als - $12 perrod.

A suspension fence w il consistof at least four strands of barbed w ire w ith the
distance betw een posts not to exceed 100 feetand sufficientw e spacers to
preventsagging - $6 perrod.

A high-tensile fence w ill consistof at least 6 strands of w Ire w ith the disance
betw een posts not to exceed 100 feetw ith sufficient droppers to m ainta proper
w ire spacing - $9 permod

Source: Amended at22 T1l.Reg.10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 50

Tending Forest Stands

Profitable production for tim ber, w ildlife m ast, oraesthetics can result from the gpplication of proper
m ethods of thinning or releasing of desirable crop trees and by cutting of designated vines attached to
desirable crop trees. Thinning, vine rem ovaland prning are m ethods to increase grow th rates of the
bestcrop trees. V nesnoton crop trees shallbe retained forw idlife benefit.

a)

b)

Costsharing w illbe approved forareas one acre or larger.

In provem entm easures shallbe carried out In such am anneras t© In prove orprotect the

quality of the environm ent, egoecially w ildlife habitat, as described 1 the Plan.

CostShare R ates/Specifications

1)

Thinning L rop Tree Release - 75% of actual costnotto exceed $45 peracre.

A) The D istrict Foresterm ustgive prior approval of the practice area, the
m ethods to be usad based upon the density and conditbion of the trees,
and the econom ic feasibility of the practice.

B) W ork shallbe done by cutting, girdling, and herbicide treatm entof the
surplus, diseased, cullorw eed trees and by cutting designated vines
attached to desirable crop trres. Thinning should release desirable tree
Soecies o as o leave peracre an adequately stocked stand com posad
predom nately of high ranked tim ber species, w ell distrbuted,, as
describbed in the Plan. Stocking guides and species rank shallbe
determ ned by use of the appropriate @ble n "R ecom m ended Silviculture
and M anagem ent Practices for Ilnois H ardw ood Forest Types", Illinois
Technical Forestry A ssociation (1972), Extension Forester, I1lnois
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C ooperative Extension Service, University of Illnois, 110 M um ford H all,
Utbana, I, 61081 (o lJatereditons oram endm ents are nclided) .

C 1op tree m anagem entpractice guidelinesw il follow the

recom m endations provided by "Crop ttee M anagem ent n Eastem
Hardw oods", (C irca 1993),NA -TP-19-93,USDA ForestSerwice, A rlyin
Perkey,M ogantown, W V (o Jatereditons oram endm ents are
inclided).

H ertbicide treatm entof stum psm ay be om itted when crop trees released
arem ore than 20 feet @Il H etbicide treatm entm ay also be om ited, ifa
double girdle isutilized. D ouble girdling shallbe done only when sum p
sorouting w illnotbe a seriousproblem . Thism ethod is described in
CentralH ardw ocod N otes, 6 10, August 1989 N ortheastern A r=a, State
and Private Forestry. USDA Forest

Service. Both exceptions above m usthbe approved in w riting by the D istrict Forester. A Tlother
treatm entm ethods require use of approved herbicides.

E)

F)

H arvesting practices and silvicultural system s as prescribed In the Plan
mustbe follow ed.

CostShare assistance w illnotbe given forany acre from w hich
com m excial products are being sold ortraded in the process of carrying
out the tim ber stand in provem ent practices.

Pmning C1op Trees (side branch pruning) - 75% of actual costnotto exceed $75
peracre.

A)

The D istrict Foresterm ust give prior approval of the practioe area. Crop
trees m ustbe m arked orotherw ise designated and the m ethodsm ustbe
described In w riting .

Th coniferous stands, the treesm usthave am ninum totalheightof 18
feet. A l1dead branches and all live branches up to one-half the total
heightof the tteesm ustbe pruned. Pruning t a to@lheightof 17 feetis
required w here the trees are @1l enough t© m ect this requirem ent. Not

m ore than 100 final coniferous crop trees peracre, w ell distdbuted
throughout the stand w illbe considerad 1n determ ning the costshare

paym ent.

Th deciduous stands, pruning t© totalheightof 17 feet is required w here
trees are @1l enough to m est the requirem entof 34 feet. Pruned trees
challretain 40% t© 50% of tomlheightas live crown. D eciduous sands
m usthave attained am ninum heightof 12 feetto effectam inin um
prning heightof 6 feet. Notm ore than 100 w ell distrbuted desirable
crop trees peracre shallbe selected and fine havdw ood w hite and r=d
oak, black walut, etc.) speciesw illbe given prin e consideration. In
orderto reduce the risk of decay, prune no live lin bsover3 nchesin
diom eter.
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D) A Nlpruning m ustbe as close t© the stem as possible w ithoutdistutbing
the branch bark ridge and branch collar.

E) Conective pruning to nfluence tree form m ay be required in the Plan; but
such pruning shallnotbe costchared unless undertaken along w ith side
branch pruning.

Source: Amended at22 T1l.Reg.10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 60 F irebreaks to Protect Forests

The purpose of this practice is to provide a practical and low costw ay of affording protection to forests
from dam age by w ildfire.

a) The low erbranches of trees adpoent to firebreaksm ustbe pruned t© hcrease the
effectiveness of the practice.

b) CostShare R ates/Specifications

1) Firrbreak construction - 75% of actual costnotto exoeed $1 .50 perrod.
2) Firebreaks forthe area shallbe cleared o am lninum of 1 rod inw dth. (If

erogion is a problam |, place firebresks on the contour, or constrict the appropriate
num berof w aterbars to deflect flow Ing w ater.)

3) Firrbreaksm ustbe disked at least tw ice annually to kesp vegetation from
accum ulating oras indicated in the Plan.

Source: Amended at22 T1.Reg. 10473, effective June 1, 1998)
Section 1536 65 Reducing W idlifeDam age

W idlife dam age control isnecessary at tim es to protect the Investm ent In tree planting, direct seeding,
ornatural regeneration.

a) Thispractice is Iim ied t© situations w here the need fordam age control is evidentor
highty probable based on w ildlife population. Consultation w ih DNR D istrictW ildlife
B blogists isadvised.

b) Ih addition to costchare practices, other stategies to controlw ildlife dam age m ustbe
cluded 1n the Plan and m ustbe in plem ented w ith this costshare practice.

c) Strategies can include: Legalhunting, providing alemate habitats, planting of species
not favored by a given w ildlife species, elin nating m ow Ing, orplanting a com panion
Soecies.
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Tree shelters - 75% of the actual costnotto exoeed $150 peracre. The
recom m endation 1 the Plan as approved by the D istrict Forester shallbe
follow ed. Requirem ents Include:

A)

B)

F)

Tree shelters shall be evenly distrbuted throughouteach acre.

Shelters shall be m aintaned as nstalled for the life of the shelteroruntil
they Interfere w ith the grow th of the tree. Sheltersm ay bem oved to
other seedlings only if the original trees have died.

D urable ot resistant stakes m ustbe used.

Nylon m esh caps orotherapproved barders m ay be needed to prevent
death of birds.

Forprotection from deer;, 4 foot shelersm estm nin um  requirem ents.

50 sheltersperacre isthem ninum .

Electric Fencing - 75% of the actual costnotto exoeed $0 50 per foot. The
purpose is to repeldeer from  fores@tion ornatural regeneration sites, as follow s:

A)

D)

VGR type fence w e, seinless steel encloged 1n plastic is the prefered
type. O therw ire m ay be used, butm ustbe m arked w ith bright colorat
m Inimum ntervalsof 25 feet.

Form axin um benefit the fence m usthbe charged throughout the yearso
as to affectdeerbehavior.

The service life of the fence shallbe determ ned In the Plan orby
Separate w ritten prescription.

The fence should be Installed priorto planting orat the tim e of planting
to Influence deerbehavior.

Repelbnts - 75% of the actual costnotto exceed $15 peracre to protect
forestation ornatural regeneration sites.

A)

B)

C)

E ither scent or taste repellentsm ay be used; the Plan shall prescribe
goecific types.

Label directions on approved productsm ustbe follow ed. Renew al
applicationsm ustbe m ade In a tin ely m anner, perthe label.

The prim ary treatm ent shall be done by treatm entof the central leaderof
the seedling.

Bud orG row Ing Pont Protectors - 75%  of the actual costnot to exceed $5 per
acre. Such devices asm esh netting, tubes, orbud capsm ay be used to protect
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seedling plants. nstallation of such devices shall be according to the
m anufacturer’s recom m endations and the w ritten prescription In the Plan.

Source: Amended at22 Tl.Reg.10473, effective June 1, 1998)
Section 1536.70 Site Preparation for NaturalR egeneration

The purpose of this practice is to establish a stand of high value forest species through natural
regeneration for tin berproduction purposes and to protectand in prove the environm ent. For
guidelines on species preference, referto the ITFA G uide, cited previously, n Section 1536 25€ ).

a) Costcharing isnotauthorized forareas of less than one acre.

b) Costsharing is authorized forone additional regeneration treatm ent, by use of seed or
seedlings on the area originally site prepared, if by uncontrollable circum stances, such as
w eatherrelated problem s, etc ., natural regeneration fails to becom e established o the
required stocking level.

c) CostShare R ates/Specification

1) Site prepamration fornatural regeneration - 75% of actual costnotto exceed $30,
$60, 590, 0r$180 peracre determ ned by the D istrict Foresterusing the cost
chare categories as described In Section 1536 30 () (1) B) () through (), as
guidelnes to determ ne an appropriate m axin um costshare am ount.

2) The goal is to cbtain a 60-80% stocking levelw hereby am mimum of20% t©
40% of the available light reaches the forest floor, and other site factors are
m odified to enhance regeneration, by m eans of: reduction orelin nation of
com peting vegetation, Including unm erchantable orundesirable trees and brush,
disking or tillage, use of foliar, cut surface, njected herbicides, m echanical
rem ovalof shallow rooted gpecies, prescribed bum, and otherm easures as
prescribed In the Plan.

3) A com plete w rtten prescription, in the Plan or subm itted as an addendum , m ust
be approved by the D istrict Foresterpriorto Initation of thispractice. The
prescription shall address the process outlined In "R egenerating Red O aks" by
Rod Jacobs, Silviculturalist, U S . ForestService, State and Private Forestry, St.
Paul,M Innesota (1987) (o latereditions oram endm ents are lncluded) . The
prescription shall also address the "E Jem ents of a S ilvicultural Prescription" and
the appropriate "Silviculual System s and R egeneration M ethods" described 1n
the ""FORESTRY HANDBOOK " 2nd Edition, Edited by KarlF.W enger, forthe
Society of Am erican Foresters, 5400 G rosvenorLane, W ashington, DC 20014

(1984) (o latereditionsoram endm ents are inclided).

4) C reation of suitable soil conditions forest@blishm entof seedlings of desired
Soecies isparticularly crucial foroak species. A reasonable expectation of seed
deposition on the area t© be regenerated m ustbe In m nentand abundantbefore
site preparation is perfom ed.
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5) This practice should notbe done m ore than 20 years priorto a scheduled
regeneration cut.

Source: Amended at22 T1.Reg. 10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 80 Appeal

a) Any tim bergrow erand or lJandow nerw hose Plan orpractice is notapproved by the
D istrict Foresterm ay appeal to the RegionalReview Comm ittee pursuantto 17 IILLAdm .
Code 2530. TheRegionalReview Comm itee is com posed of the Regional
Adm nistator, a D istrict Forester from  anotherdistrict n the R egion and the Forest
M anagem ent Program A dm histator.

b) The appealm ustbe m ade w ithin 30 days fiom the date that the Plan orpractice w as
disspproved by w riting to the address n Section 1536 90.

c¢) TheRegionalReview Comm itee w ill conductam esting to receive w ritten and oral
argum ents afterthe applicantand to reconsiderthe Plan and costshare practices.

d) TheRegionalReview Comm itee w illnotify the applicant in w riting w ithin 30 days
after the m eeting date stating the reasons forw hich the original decision isupheld or
reversed.

Source: Amended at22 T1.Reg. 10473, effective June 1, 1998)

Section 1536 90 Inform atbon

Anyone w ishing additonal inform ation conceming this Part, m ay contact the A dm nistator, Forest
M anagem ent Program s.

D eparm entof N atural R esources
O ffice of R esource C ongervation
OneNatumalResourcesW ay
Springfield, Ilinois 62702-1271

Source: Amended at17 I1l.Reg. 16485, effective Septem ber27,1993)

Section 1536 100 Penaly

Each participant in this State CostShare Program  is responsible for com plying w ith the term s and
conditions stated on the agreem ent, and shall follow the provisions detailed in the Plan. Refind of all
costzchare paymentsm ade w illbe required if the agreem ent is not follow ed and br the practice isnot
m aintained foritsm nimum lifegoan. Each practice cardes a 10 year life span starting on the date the
practice w as com pleted and approved by the D istrict Forester. R efind checks should be m ade payable
to the Tlnois D epartm entof N atural R esources. Participants w ho refuise volntary r=paym entw illbe
subectto liens filed aganst theirproperty orw ithholding of State paym ents by the Com ptrollerof
Mlinois.

Source: Amended at22 T1l.Reg.10473, effective June 1, 1998)
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