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(THE
TREE

PLANTING
HO

LIDAY)is
proofthatone

good
idea

can
m
ake

a
realdifference.

Here’show
itallbegan.Aspioneersm

oved
westward,

one
fam

ily
in
1854

m
oved

into
the

N
ebraska

Territory
from

D
etroit,M

ichigan.Thatfam
ily

w
as

the
23-year-

old
J.Sterling

M
orton

and
hisbride

Caroline
who

were
avid

nature
lovers.They

m
oved

to
a
160-acre

claim
nearNebraska

City.M
orton

wasa
journalistand

soon
becam

e
editorofNebraska'sfirstnewspaper.Through

the
N
ebraska

C
ity

N
ew

s,
he

spread
agricultural

inform
ation

and
his

enthusiasm
fortrees

to
an

equally
enthusiastic

audience.
Itw

as
the

lack
oftrees

in
N
ebraska

thatled
to
the

founding
ofArbor

D
ay

in
the

1800s.
Atthattim

e
N
ebraska

lacked
tree

cover.M
any

pioneers
m
issed

the
forestsand

lush
vegetation

ofthe
eastand

quickly
planted

w
ith

trees,shrubs
and

flow
ers.The

settlers
in

the
new

territory
w
ere

sorely
in

need
of

trees
for

building
hom

es,fences
and

farm
buildings.

They
needed

trees
forfueland

forw
indbreaks.Trees

w
ere

a
valuable

source
oflum

berand
soilpreservation

for
the

Prairie
state.

As
new

spapereditor,M
orton

often
wrote

aboutthe
value

and
wisdom

oftree
planting

and
w
hich

trees
w
ere

best
suited

to
the

plains.
H
e

encouraged
the

pioneers
to

plant
trees

on
their

hom
esteads.
N
early

tw
enty

years
lateron

January
4,1872,

M
orton

firstproposed
a
tree-planting

holiday
to

be
called

"ArborD
ay"ata

m
eeting

ofthe
N
ebraska

State
Board

ofAgriculture,
J
Sterling

M
orton

proposed
that

a
specialday

be
setaside

dedicated
to
tree

planting
and

increasing
the

aw
areness

oftrees."W
ednesday,

the
tenth

dayofApril,1872,be
and

the
sam

e
ishereby

especiallysetapartand
consecrated

forthe
planting

of
trees

in
the

State
ofN

ebraska
and

the
State

Board
of

Agriculture
hereby

nam
e
it
ArborD

ay;and
to
urge

upon
the

people
ofthe

State
the

vitalim
portance

of
tree

planting
...."

PartofM
orton's

resolution
stated

that$100
w
ould

be
aw

arded
to

the
county

w
hich

properly
planted

the
largestnum

beroftrees,and
a

farm
library

w
ith

$25
w
ould

be
aw

arded
to

the
individualw

ho
did

the
sam

e.N
ebraska's

firsttree
planting

event-ArborD
ay

w
as

an
am

azing
success

w
ith

m
ore

than
one

m
illion

trees
planted.

A
second

ArborD
ay

took
place

in
1884.

Arbor
D
ay

w
as

officially
proclaim

ed
by

the
young

state's
G
overnorR

obertW
.Furnas

on
M
arch

12,1874,and
the

day
itselfw

as
observed

April10,1874.
In
1885,

N
ebraska

m
adeAR

BO
R
D
AY

an
annuallegalholiday

in
1885,using

April22nd
to

coincide
w
ith

M
orton's

birthday.
M
orton

feltthatN
ebraska's

landscape
and

econom
y
w
ould

benefitfrom
the

w
ide-scale

planting
oftrees.H

e
setan

exam
ple

him
selfplanting

orchards,
shade

trees
and

w
ind

breaks
on

his
ow

n
farm

and
he

urged
his

neighbors
to
follow

suit.

Julius
Sterling

M
orton

(1832-1902),started
out

as
a
N
ebraska

journalist.From
1858

to
1861

he
w
as

Secretary
ofthe

Territory
ofN

ebraska
and

fora
few

m
onths

w
asActing

G
overnor.H

e
helped

organize
the

N
ebraska

State
H
orticultural

Society
in
1869,and

a
little

later
wasa

m
em

ber,then
president,of

the
State

Board
ofAgriculture.In

1893,he
becam

e
the

third
U
.S.

Secretary
ofAgriculture,on

the
cabinet

of
President

G
rover

Cleveland.Today,he
isnationally

recognized
as

the
driving

force
behind

the
firstArborD

ay
celebration

in
the

nation.
O
n
July10,1949,Illinoisbecam

e
the

eighth
state

to
legally

designate
ArborD

ay
as

the
lastFriday

in
April.In

1972
on

the
100th

anniversary
ofArborD

ay,
PresidentR

ichard
N
ixon

officiallydesignated
N
ational

ArborDayasthe
lastFridayinApril.Todayall50

states
and

severalnations
celebrate

ArborD
ay.

Australia
celebrates

Arbor
D
ay

w
hile

Japan
celebrates

'G
reening

W
eek';Israelhas

'The
N
ew

Year'sDaysofTrees'.There
is
'The

Tree-loving
W
eek'

ofKorea,'The
Reforestation

W
eek'ofYugoslavia,'The

Students'Afforestation
D
ay'of

Iceland
and

'The
N
ationalFestivalofTree

Planting'in
India.

"O
therholidays

repose
upon

the
past.

ArborDay
proposes

forthe
future."

J.Sterling
M
orton

A
Proclam

ation
by

PresidentTheodore.Roosevelt,1907:
To

the
SchoolChildren

of
the

United
States:

Arbor
D
ay

(w
hich

m
eans

sim
ply

"Tree
D
ay")

is
now

observed
in

every
State

in
ourU

nion
and

m
ainly

in
the

schools
in
recognition

ofthe
im
portance

oftrees
to
us

as
a
N
ation,and

ofw
hatthey

yield
in
adornm

ent,com
fort,and

usefulproductsto
the

com
m
unities

in
w
hich

you
live.

Forthe
nation

as
forthe

m
an

orw
om

an,and
the

boy
orgirl,the

road
to
success

is
the

rightuse
ofw

hat
w
e
have

and
the

im
provem

entofpresentopportunity.
W
hen

you
help

to
preserve

ourforestsor,to
plantnew

ones
you

are
acting

the
partofgood

citizens.
The

value
offorestry

deserves,therefore,to
be

taughtin
the

schools,w
hich

aim
to
m
ake

good
citizens

ofyou.
To

existas
a
nation,to

prosperas
a
state,and

to
live

as
a
people,w

e
m
usthave

trees.
Theodore

R
oosevelt
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To
ex

ist
as

a
na

tio
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pr
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er
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a
sta

te
,

an
dt

ol
iv

ea
sa
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op

le
,

w
em

us
th

av
et
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es.
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ro
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m
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Yellow Buckeye (Aesculus Flava)
A large upright oval tree that can reach 75
feet in height. This native tree is insect
and disease resistant in urban conditions.
The Buckeye is a magnificent addition to
the landscape and attracts birds and
wildlife.

Chicago Blues Black Locust
(Robinia pseudoacacia)
A locally cultivated tree that is resistant to
borers. The flowers are fragrant and
contribute to honey production by bees.
Chicago Blues Black Locust is a great
tree for difficult sites; transplants well and
is drought and salt tolerant.

Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
Excellent for city streets, Hackberry and
can grow to 50-70 feet in height and is
distinguished by strikingly warty bark.
The tree likes full sun, is easily
transplanted, and performs well under
adverse conditions.

Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum)
A native tree that can reach 70 feet high, is
widely planted in parks and on city streets.
It’s red fibrous bark and fine leaves provide
textural variety. The Cypress’s ability to
withstand wind-storms and drought assures
it’s popularity as an urban tree.

Ginkgo / Maidenhair Tree
(Ginkgo biloba)
A good urban tree because of its ability to
tolerate drought, heat, confined and poor soils.
Grows slowly at first but once established is
vigorous and can reach 100’ tall! Ginkgos have
survived for millions of years.

Harvest Gold Linden
(Tilia mongolica 'Harvest gold')
This tree has the characteristically attractive
pyramidal shape of most lindens, but it’s leaves
are distinctively toothed. It also has the added
benefit of attractive flaking bark. This tough
and durable tree makes a fine street tree
growing to 40-45 feet tall.

Cucumber Tree (Magnolia acuminata)
This magnolia, named for its green, warty,
cucumber-like fruits, grows to 40-60 feet and
produces slightly-fragrant, greenish-yellow,
tulip-like flowers at the twig tips in late spring.
Best suited for larger parkway areas.

Blackhaw (Viburnum prunifolium)
Blackhaw may be grown as a large, upright,
multi-stemmed shrub or as a small, single
trunk tree. Non-fragrant white flowers appear
in spring. Its colorful fruit, berry-like drupes,
often persist into winter and are colorfully
attractive over the course of the year.

Hill’s Oak (Quercus ellipsoidalis)
Hill's oak grows to a height of 60-75 feet, with
a trunk diameter of up to 2 feet. The tree is
found on dry, sandy sites, dry upland woods,
and occasionally on slopes. In Illinois, it is
present only in the northern-most tier of the
state.

Village Green Zelkova
(Zelkova serrata ‘Village Green')
In the elm family, Village Green Zelkova
typically grows to 50-60’ tall with a
spreading, generally upward-branching,
vase-shaped crown. In older trees, the bark
exfoliates in patches exposing an attractive
orangish inner bark.

Photo: Gary Kling/University of Illinois
Credit: Robert H. Mohlenbrock @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / USDA SCS. 1989. Midwest wetland

flora: Field office illustrated guide to plant species. Midwest National Technical Center, Lincoln.
Paul Wray, Iowa State University, Bugwood.org © 2002 Steve Baskauf
Missouri Botanical Garden Plant Finder

Chicago’s Top-10 Trees are selected annually based upon
good performance over a wide range of urban conditions.




