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State of Illinois 

Office of Resource Conservation 

 

Annual Report to USFWS 

 

 

Project Number: T-43-D-1 

 

Project Title: Hill Prairie/Bluff Habitat Restoration 

 

General Summary 

The project is now moving along well with field work being accomplished and progress being 

made on a number of fronts.  IDNR/INPC staff has completed all the initial identification, 

approval to begin work on 42 project sites.  They have completed the baseline monitoring 

protocols for these sites.  Contractors have started management work at 23 sites and 18 

prescribed burns were completed.  One major educational/outreach event has been completed. 

 

Objectives 
Objective 1.  Identify Work Sites and Restoration Needs.   

 

During the second year of work on this grant, field staff have completed the landowner contacts 

and completed all the initial work to begin management at 42 selected sites.  This includes 

Landowner Agreements (if needed), Management Plans, initial GPS of prairie perimeters, Site 

Resource Assessments, and Work Orders.  There are signed Landowner Agreements that cover 

13 of the sites that are both privately or publicly (but not state) owned and do not have a current 

legal easement (Nature Preserve or Land and Water Reserve) on the project area.  All other sites 

are either state-owned properties and/or have at least a 10 year easement in the form of a Nature 

Preserve or Land and Water Reserve.  Additional sites from the list of potential sites will be 

processed and managed in the grant period but we were not able to address them yet due to 

limited staff time.  One of the sites that was planned for work, Delabar Pruett in Henderson 

County, will be dropped because the prairie has been completely lost and money would not be 

well spent working on the site.  This sad fact shows the time-critical need for this project.  

Another site that was very promising, Housen Hill Prairie, was sold to landowners that are 

unwilling to participate in the project.  IDNR is pursuing purchase but the outcome is unknown 

at this time.  

 

Objective 2.  Restoration and Management. 

 

The contract with Tallgrass Restoration LLC (Tallgrass) was signed in mid August, 2008.  It had 

been delayed because of a protest by another contractor.  Tallgrass received the contract for all 

four project areas, which will make the coordination of the project easier than if we had to work 

with multiple contractors.  Tallgrass has been very attentive to our needs for this project, but they 

did initially have some difficult with the details of retaining subcontractors for some of the 
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project areas, so there was some delay in getting the work started in those areas.  However, given 

the time frame they have to complete the work, there should not be any problem completing the 

project.  That said, IDNR is working on an amendment to this project that will both extend the 

grant period and add funding to project. 

 

To date, management work has been done under the Tallgrass contract at 21 sites for a total of 

$131, 569.16.  Additional work has been done by other contractors under separate contracts at 7 

sites (5 of the same sites as the Tallgrass contract and 2 additional sites) for a total of $41,245.00.   

Commodity purchases, which are herbicides and herbicide additives for management, to date 

total $26,713.00.   

 

Total expenses for management-related work:  $199,527.16 

 

In addition to work done primarily by contractors, IDNR or INPC staff led 15 prescribed burns 

on hill prairie project sites from Fall, 2008 through Spring, 2009.  Private landowners burned an 

additional 3 sites and an escaped fire (from a neighboring landowner) burned 2 prairies at Revis 

HP.  Prescribed burning is a very important management action and the ability to have 

contractual workers available for prescribed burning helped our staff tremendously in getting 

more burning done than could have been possible without the SWG. 

 

 

Objective 3.  Monitoring.  

 

Field staff has completed the pre-project site assessments for 41 sites planned for management 

work.  Using GPS, the extent of the current project site hill prairies is being documented as a 

baseline.  Then the GPS tracks were sent to our Springfield staff for conversion to shapefiles for 

use in Arcview.  Some of these tracks needed to be “cleaned up” because of clearly nonsensical 

points that may have been due to satellite reception, GPS accuracy or user error.  Because of the 

small size of some of these prairies the acreage determined by this method may not be accurate.  

However, it will give us information on the relative size of the sites and will hopefully be useful 

in showing the increase in acreage of hill prairie after management.  In addition, each site was 

assessed for overall woody encroachment, presence of exotic/invasive species, and graded for 

initial quality.   

 

New GPS units were purchase for this project because all of our previous models had developed 

“blue line syndrome,” which rendered the units unusable.  The units were purchased with state 

funds and were coded to the project as match.  The only other expense related to monitoring is 

personnel time, which was significant because it was a new procedure for staff and there were 

some technical challenges associated with this task. 

 

 

Objective 4.  Education and Training. 
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Several staff members have been coordinating with CLIFFTOP (Conserving Lands in Farm, 

Forest, Talus or Prairie), which is a local landowner organization in Southwestern Illinois with a 

focus on the Mississippi blufflands of Monroe and Randolph counties. This group has been very 

successful in raising awareness of the sensitive resources in this area including hill prairies and 

glades. 

 

IDNR contracted with CLIFFTOP using project funding to co-host the Festival of the Bluffs 

event in Fults, Illinois on May 16, 2009.  The purpose of the festival was to educate the public on 

the hill prairie corridor in the Illinois’ Ozarks, improve land and wildlife stewardship, and raise 

the awareness of governmental and non-governmental efforts to conserve and protect the area.  

This event was done in place of a prescribed burning workshop because one had just been done 

the previous year and we felt it was too soon to have another one.  This format allowed us to 

reach more local people and provide specific guidance and information on a variety of natural 

resource and management challenges along the bluff corridor. 

 

The event consisted of display booths about the Hill Prairie/Bluff project, exotic species control, 

reptile and amphibian species, local conservation organizations, and presentations and field trips 

to the hill prairie and marsh at the base of the bluffs.  There was also food, musical entertainment 

and vendor booths to provide additional incentives for people to attend.  The event was very 

successful despite challenges in weather and last minute unforeseen changes.  About 1100 people 

attended the event and over 350 people took the interpretive hikes to visit Fults Hill Prairie and 

Kidd Lake Marsh.  Many of the attendees were local landowners and residents, which was the 

desired target of the event.  We received press coverage from several local papers and also 

received a number of compliments on the event along with the hope that it will be an annual 

event.  A newspaper article and a few emails are attached. 

 

The total cost to the project for this event was $7500.00 in contractual funds to CLIFFTOP.  The 

following was agreed to as project specifications for this event: 
 

Contractor will plan, schedule, manage, and execute all the logistics requirements for festival activities at the 

park.  This event is needed to raise awareness in the local community about the high quality resources and 

management needs there.  This event will fulfill part of the educational outreach aspect of the Hill prairie SWG 

(T-43-D-1).  Activities will focus on practicum-based demonstrations of improving land and wildlife 

management stewardship practices, and information on the natural history of the bluff-prairie corridor.  At the 

same time, IDNR and INPC personnel will lead interpretive tours of Fults Hill Prairie Nature Preserve and Kidd 

Lake Marsh State Natural Area to increase awareness of these natural communities and their management needs.  

Contractor will also develop educational and public relations material as needed and as coordinated with IDNR 

staff.  Primary job coordinator and other IDNR staff will work closely with the contractor to assure that the 

event will fulfill the needs of the Federal grant agreement and DNR and INPC goals for the area. 
 

IDNR staff participated in the event guiding field trips and manning booths on the Festival 

grounds.  In addition, a display of the Bluffs and Hill Prairies in this 3 county area (St. Clair, 

Monroe, and Randolph counties) was developed.  IDNR also printed handouts that were 

developed by CLIFFTOP on various invasive species in the bluffs and how to control them.  

These and many other resource brochures were given out at the Festival. 
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A poster has also been developed to promote the Hill Prairie State Wildlife Grant Program at 

events such as the Illinois State Fair.  It has been redesigned since last year and the newest 

version is attached. 

 

During the past year we have continued to develop a draft Hill Prairie Initiative, which ties into 

the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan and attempts to set a strategy for long-term protection and 

management of our declining hill prairies.  This planning initiative was started before the Hill 

Prairie SWG was approved, but the work done on this initiative ties in directly with the Hill 

Prairie SWG and in fact, gives it an even larger context.  This document will be used for outreach 

both within and outside of the IDNR and to bring more partners together to raise awareness about 

the plight of hill prairies in Illinois and to stimulate more protection and management of these 

rare communities. 

 

As a part of the Hill Prairie Initiative, Illinois Nature Preserve Commission staff helped to plan, 

organize and host the second Hill Prairie Conference in Illinois.  The conference was held at 

Augustana College in Rock Island on May1-2, 2009.  The conference included presentations, 

posters, discussion roundtables and field trips.  Diane Tecic gave a presentation on how the Hill 

Prairie/Bluff State Wildlife Grant started and its objectives, approach and current progress.  

Please see the following link for more information:  

http://www.augustana.edu/hillprairieconference/  

 

 

Compliance 
-CERP (Comprehensive Environmental Review Process) approval has been received for all sites 

planned for management work. 

 

-Section 7 approval has be given for all planned sites  

 

-All sites planned for management have been reviewed for Historic and Cultural resources and 

all staff working on the project has been given information on these resources on the sites that 

they are managing and guidelines and limitations for work on those resource sites. 

 

-No work is planned in floodplains and/or jurisdictional wetlands. 

 

-No activities are planned which involve programs and/or site improvements subject to Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

-All IDNR and contractor staff working on this project will possess a pesticide applicators 

license and will comply with all current state and federal regulations for chemical application. 
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